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CHAP. I. 

■IN'G liberated our hero from his 
confinement, we shall accompany him in 
ills way. There was no moon, of course we 
cannot describe the eflect of its rays upon 
the ' rl. trees, rich orchards, or luxuriant 
vineyards; though had it been lighter, and 
had Charles been in less haste, he would not 

have suffered the reinairts of various forti- 

« 

fications, which had long braved the Moorish 
arms, to have passed unnoticed, as they 
are always inteijesling in the eyes of a 
soldier ; but ithe feeble light of the stars 
merely enabled him to discern his path 
(ill he reached the high-road, when he 
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ran less risk of losing himself, but wa^s 
certainly in more danger of falling in with 
-tw ^'troles of the enemy. He therefore 
mended his pace, frequently running — 
stopping from time to time to listen ; and 
he had not advanced more than three 
miles, when he heard horsemen advan- 
ing. Convinced they must be the dreaded 
and expected patrole, he instantly left the 
high-road, and extended himself flat on his 
face in a hollow till they were past, when 
he thought himself nearly out of danger; 
still hekept on at a very quick rate, dreading 
a surprise, unprepared as he was to act on 
the defensive; but at the expiration of a 
couple of hours, he allowed himself time 
to breathe, as he fancied he became ac- 
quainted with the face of the country ; and 
never had he experienced a more heart- 
felt joy than upon being challenged by a Bri- 
ton. lie instantly declared his name, and 
the sentinel as instantly returned, “ Is it 
yoo, Mr. Franklin ? how happy I am to hear 
your voice, as I cannot yet discern your 
features !*’ 
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Charles stoppi^ to make a few inquiries; 
his having been surprised was now gene- 
rally known, as the major part of his brave 
subalterns had returned to the camp in 
safety ; he therefore determined to proceed 
immediately to head-quarters, where ' 
arrived at daybreak; and soon aft ; > 
officers began to assemble, who were a ■ 
eager to congratulate him upon hi§ speedy 
return, and very anxious to learn how he 
had contrived to effect his escape. He en- 
tered into a few general details respecting 
whither he had been carried, adding, " It 
would take me too much time to relate how 
1 contrived to escape, though it was, thanks 
to the Moors, to the French being un- 
acquainted with some of the outlets of 
my late habitation — but having requested 
a private audience of colonel Davers, he 
briefly recapitulated how he had learnt 
the retreat of* donna Victoria, and what 
bad proved !he result of their interview; 
he then entered at large into a plan which 
he had formed during his walk from the 
Castle, adding, “ But should my scheme, 
B 2 
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upon mature deliberation, appear too ha- 
zardous, I hope Tshall be allowed to re- 
move the unfortunate donna Victoria, and 
some, if not all her treasures.” 

“ That you stand bound to do, my brave 
boy, and I own I think your other scheme 
promises well ; but we must hear what our 
general says to the plan, before we debate 
the business more seriously.” 

The commander-in-chief entered at once 
into the spirit of the undertaking. “ British 
soldiers are never deterred by difficulties,” 
be observed ; ” they were always ready to 
perform even impossibilities in a glorious 
cause, and here seemed to be every pro- 
spect of success. Franklin should turn 
knight-errant, and be supported in his well- 
planned enterprise by a select body of 
cavalry, who might, by taking a circuitous 
rou I e,*> proceed to within a couple of miles 
of the Castle, at which distahee it might be 
most prudent to leave their, horses, and 
proceed on foot to the river : should they, 
as might be expected, find the young lady 
awaiting their approach, Charles, who 
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FouW hold a parley with her, must give in 
his report, and his companions must be 
guided more or less by his advice: he felt 
inclined to trust implicitly to his prudence, 
as he was convinced that he would not 
rashly endanger the lives of his brother 
soldiers, nor attempt to surprise the garri- 
son, except he had every prospect of suc- 
cess ; at all events, they would be able to 
bring off donna Victoria, and what she 
deemed most valuable and most port- 
able.” 

Charles was highly elated at being thus 
permitted to execute his well digested plan; 
and at nine that evening he set out, in ex- 
cellent spirits, to achieve his sortof Quixote 

adventure. The officer who commanded 

\ 

the chosen body of men selected fn/ tins 
service, amounting to sixtydive in numhe.-, 
was one of his intimate friends, and very 
eager to second his views, as he should 
share the honour of the enterprise ; and to 
be placed in the road to glory was all he 
required of his general. 

Heaven seemed to favour their under- 
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faking, as they had not proceeded far ere 
it began to thunder, which was succeeded 
by a pouring rain. None of the party 
grieved at being completely drenched, 
since the darkness of the night prevented 
their being seen, and the war of elements 
might also- prevent their being heard, and 
possibly prevent their falling in with any 
of the enemy’s patroles. 

As they had flattered themselves, 
they met with no impediment to retard 
their progress, save a few peasants, who 
were now so accustomed to see different 
parties of soldiers of either nation, that 
they scarcely noticed their approach, or the 
road they pursued, contenting themselves 
with crying, “ Success to the patriots f", 

H’aving reached a wood about the given 
distance from their place of destination, 
they dismounted ; and leaving their horses 
in charge of some of the men, who were 
to hasten forward, if required, upon a con- 
certed signal, the captain who command- 
ed the little troop, guided by our hero, 
proceeded at the head of fifty-seven brave. 
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resolute fellows, each armed with a broad 
sword and a brace of pistols. When once 
thev reached the river, Charles made no 
doubt of leading them to the precise spot 
which the bridge would reach, should 
donna Victoria be at hand to turn it over ; 
as she might, owing to the weather, have 
given up all hopes of seeing him, still he 
thought she would be in waiting ; at all 
events, he pushed forward, his little party 
more slowly bringing up the rear. Scarcely 
had he, by the glimmering light which the 
breaking of the clouds afTorded him, dis- 
tinguished the Moorish pavilion, ere he 
heard the Castle clock proclaim the hour 
of midnight. 

“ Surely,” he thought, “ donna Victoria 
would not disappoint me — no, that w»is im- 
possible, and she could not be aware of the 
late storm, which was now blowing over, ex- 
cept shehad bden in waiting at leastacouple 
of hours.” ' Such were his reflections while 
he stood opposite the pavilion, when to 
his great joy, he thought he saw some one 
move within the retreat, and in answer 
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to a signal agreed upon between them 
when they separated, he saw her wave her 
hand. She was dressed in black, and had 
lain for the last hour along the bench, not 
to excite notice, should any one remark the 
building from the opposite side. Joyfully 
did she send the bridge across; Charles ran 
over, and eagerly seized her trembling 
hand, which he raised to his lips, while he 
whispered, “ I hope I have insured your 
liberation, my fair friend ; I have a strong 
party of friends, prepared to act either 
upon the offensive or defensive, as circum- 
stances may require; so now tell me 
whether any material alteration has taken 
place in the disposition of the troops 
whom I left in possession of the Castle.” 

“ JJot that I know of, my generous 
friend : I believe your unexpected departure 
created some bustle, as the general was 
sent for; you was not missed till your 
breakfast was taken into your room, when 
all appeared to be hurry and confusion, as 
I was, as you will suppose, upon the listen. 
Captain Bcaumanoir summoned the men 
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who had been upon 4iity during the 
flight, and vowed vengeance against them' 
all ; he also affected to have discovered 
where you had scaled the wall ; and I heard 
him say, he wished you had broken your 
neck in the attempt. God help you, should 
you ever* again fall into his power; he 
sent out several parties in various direc- 
tions, for mere form sake, I should suppose, 
or to be beforehand with the general, who 
soon arrived, as I heard his voice when he 
examined the place where the captain main- 
tained you had climbed- the wall. The 
general did not’ make any stay, as his pre** 
sencewas required at his quarters, I under- 
stood : your men are to be removed to- 
morrow, and a reinforopment is to be sent 
hither, as they fear the Castle will be attack- 
ed, if only in revenge for yonrscizure; they- 
also mentioned me, but do not seem tO'^ 
have an idea^where 1 have sought a retreat.” 

“ How should they, my kind friend ? but’ 
as even moments are precious, will you- 
have the-goodness to return tayoup prison, 
b3 
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and just show a light, to guide our steps — 
of course your lamp is burning ?” 

I left it so — and I will endeavour to 
enact the heroine, though nature never 
intended me for such an undertaking ; but 
self-preservation will call forth the courage 
even of the most timid/' 

“ You can have nothing to fear, and 
we cannot lo:;e ourselves when oncC* within 
the vaulted passage; there we can follow 
each other, only take care to enable ns to 
distinguish your room. One question more, 
and then I vvill release you — has any one 
taken possession of my late apartment, 
or arc there any sentinels in the inner 
court ?” 

“ 1 am certain your prison remains un- 
tenanted, and there have been no sentinels 
in the court since your departure was dis- 
covered.” 

“ Then every thing seems to favour my 
plan ; so while you retrace your steps to 
your gloomy abode, I will go in search of 
my companions, who were to halt on the 
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Other slJe of the river (ill I came to sum- 
mon them forward." 

“ Kemember, my friend, the bridge is 
not calculated to admit of more than one 
person passing at a time.” 

“ Thanks for your caution !*’ replied 

% 

Charles, returning to impart what he had 
learnt to his auxiliaries. 

SufTice it to say, that in another quarter 
of an hour they were all within the arched 
passage, each holding by the other, as those 
in the rear could not distinguish the mere 
glimmering light which proceeded from 
the room, where they at last silently as- 
sembled. Donna Victoria could only bow 
her thanks to the officers, while she pointed 
out her remaining stock of wine and bis- 
cuits to their notice,'' which, wet aijd fa- 
tigued as they all were, proved a very sea- 
sonable refreshment, as each man received 
at least half a 'pint, of an excellent quality, 
which so theered their spirits, that they 
were ready to encounter an armed host, if 
required. 

Charles then requested donna Vic- 
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toria would lead to the secret entrance 
into his late apartment, observing, that 
let what would be the result of their at- 
tempt to secure the garrison, she might de- 
pend upon their securing her retreat, and 
they would also carry ofl'best part, if not 
all her valuables/* 

Donna Victoria could have wished they 
had contented themselves with remoxi ng 
her and her treasures, but both officers 
and men were anxious to make the most 
of so unexpected an opportunity to ren- 
der themselves masters of such a body of 
French. With due precaution, having 
previously ascertained that no one was 
within hearing, the false back was removed : 
the light ha\ing been previously shrouded, 
Charles crept through, and having assured 
himself that the room was unocenpied, the 
captain, other officers, and their men, 
silently followed him, and ihe lamp they 
had brought was uncovered, when Charles 
briefly pointed out the situation of the 
offices; and the captain as speedily, in 
conjunction with him, arranged their plan 
3 
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of attack: an equal number of soldiers were 
to enter each room, or dormitory, over the 
stables, at the same moment, while others 
were appoin^d to secure those who slept in 
the more rem()td'>out-buildings, and to take 

care to secure the scirtinels in the first mo- 

% 

nient, or else, to silence them more efiTec- 
tLially, those to whom this necessary task 
was allotted were to dart forward the mo- 
ment they entered the court. The olFiccrs, 
whom it was known slept within the Casilc, 
were to best] Ifered to remain undisturbed till 
the last, as the men might be all secured ere 
they were apprized, or aw are of what was go- 
forward. Charles had settled not to be 
present when captain Beaumanoir was se- 
cured, whom it was resolved to treat with (he 
greatest lenity, and h^ wished to spare him 
even the mortification of seeing him in 
the character of his conqueror and foe. 

One of the*soldiers, a carpenter by trade, 
was come 'prepared with tools to open the 
door into the passage, 'which he did, with 
great dexterity, in a very short tiuie, with 
little or no noise; and as they cautiously 
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acl\ancpd, they had no reason to stinposs 
that any one uas aware of their proximity 
or approacfi. ^vit/t the •'icatcst pre- 
caution thev unclosed tl^ioor leading 
into the l oiii t : again lii<^ lisieiied ; the 
same silence p:e\ H'c*d Had it been jjracti- 
cable, rharles wi-hed, in the first instance, 
to have liberated his own men. who would 
have been of great assistance !o their enter- 
pi'ize ; but upon mature deiiber^ai ion, lliey 
agreed that the attempt might disconcert 
their plans, as they were confined in a re- 
mote part of the building, and the least 
niarin would put the enemy upoa their 
guard. 

The door being now opened, Charles 
polr.led out the difTercnt staircases leading 
to thej rooms where'^it was supposed the 
men were lodged. The captain took the 
lead with his party to ascend the one facing 
them, while his lieutenant and our hero 
were each to lead a party up those to the 
right and left. 

Scarcely had the captain advanced a 
few paces, when he was challeogedby a 
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sentinel, who came from beneath an arch, 
which 'iiatl concealed him from their view, 
who perceiving the number of armed 
men who rir^Jhsl out of the Castle at the 
moment he spolh>,i.ffavc the aiarm, and 
the next moment he^Nj'as cut down by 
the commandingofficer, who, fearing he had 
roused his comrades, hastened, as did the 
other parties, up the respective stairs ; and 
as the soldiers were all in their first sleep 
when the sentinel cried “ to arms,” they 
were secured with very little trouble, and 
still less bustle, as each officer declared, that 
if one man made any resistance, the whole 
party should he put to the sword ; which 
threat, as tficy expected, had the desired ef- 
fect of awing them .^nto immediate sub- 
mission, By the light of a lew lamps sus- 
pended in the dormitories, their arms 
were seized, and they were handcuffed. 
While those* above were thus easily secu- 
red, the party below were more actively 
engaged, as they did not so well know where 
to find about twenty of the garrison, who 
were lodged upon the ground floor, who 
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therefore made some resistance, as they 
■were attacked by a very inferior number ; 
but these were so immediately reinforced, 
that they thought it most p+udeht to sur- 
render at discretion, as their comrades had 
done before them 

Thus, in less than twenty minutes, the 
British were completely mastere of the 
garrison, if we except the captain and first- 
lieutenant, who, from being lodged within 
the Castle, towards the garden, had not 
heard even the little bustle that had oc- 
curred, much less the sentinel, who ought 
to have been more alert, and nearer the 
door; and he had been so immediately 
killed, he had not roused them by his 
sii’gle cry. 

Bui the inferior officers and men being 
safely secured, the British captain and two 
of his men went in search of Beaumanoir 
and his lieutenant, preceded by a French 
corporal, who dared not refuse to become 
their guide. 

The officers were sound asleep, in a 
two-bedded room; but Beaumanoir no 
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sooner opened his eyes, when seeing a 
British officer standing over him, desiring 
hiin^'T&'^ijrr^der, he exclaimed, “ This ia 
all owing to >hat treacherous Englishman, 
whom I snfTeied to»..g^ape.” 

“ Did you then connI\e at the departure 
of the officer you are so ready to accuse?” 
retort'd the captain. 

“ No, I certainly did not do that ; but it 
is owing to my lenity that I am now, in my 
turn, a prisoner.’’ 

• “ This is not the lime to debate the 
point, sir, so may I request you would 
hasten to dress; if, as you say, you have 
shown any particular indulgence to an 
Englishman, we, his countrymen, will not 
show ourselves ungrateful ; therefore yoii 
may command my services and my ibcst 
offices, while you remain our prisoner.” 

” You wish to cheer my spirits; but pray 
tell me how yo’u gained admittance within 
these walls?' arc my men all secured? I 
hope you did not effect your purpose by 
treachery ?” 

“ No,on my honour; your men were,lilfe 
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yourself, taken by surprise ; had time been 
allowed them, we should have paid dearer 
for our conquest : we entered by^.t-he same 
road lieutenant Franklin .tiaversed, when 

t 

he eluded your vigilance.” 

“ Wonderful ! . we must all have slept 
sound indeed ; but the sentinels ?” 

“ One I cut down — he gave the alarm ; 
the other, I fancy, roused part of the gar- 
rison, as we met with more resistance in 
one quarter than we were prepared to ex- 
pect.’* 

“ Altogether I am lost in wonder and 
amaze, to lind myself a prisoner, as if by 
magic. Surely this is not an enchanted 
abode; but I know Franklin is the prime 
mover of this schcipe. 1 only wish I could 
call him out, for having thus caught me in 
a snare.” 

“ Nay, nay, did not you first ensnare 
him ? and all .stratagems, you know — but I 
will not repeat such old saws; 1 can only 
assiire you, that Franklin speaks of you as 
a brave and generous enemy, and declares 
himself to be greatly indebted to your 
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Jenify ; this he has told our commander-in- 
cKibCijherefore, if you are not immediately 
CKchangcdi ^you will be put upon your 
parole.” 

” That will be l(i?,vct y means of keep- 
ing me secure; had I bet-n equally politic, 

I might have remained commander here 
till Duomsdai/, ere Franklin would have 
broke his word.” 

No doubt you might ; and even now, 
when you know all, I shall expect to hear 
you a{)plaud your late prisoner’s gallant 
conduct.” 

“ Gallant conduct ! — why surely he has 
not, discovered the retreat of donna Vic- 
toria D’Aranza ?” 

The British captain’ smiled, merely say- 
ing, “ Now let us be going.” 

“ Sacre bleu ! — I see my way now: 

what will Roncevalles sav when he learns 

» 

who taught Franklin the secret issues of 
this gloomy abode ? Ah ! she thought an 
Kngli:.hman the less dangerous confidante — 
but how came 1 to be so easily duped ?” 

By this time they had reached the courb 
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where all the prisoners were now assem'^ 
bled, So here we are,” be gaily exch.ith- 
ed, caught like so many ratsjH’’^ trap 
and the next moment he <5aiight sight of 
our hero, advancing wifli hisown men, whom 
he had been to liilerate, and whom he had 
now armed. 

Charles instantly advanced towards him, 
saying, " Yesterday, my kind friend, you 
expressed a great wish to visit England, and 
vour excellent uncle and I knew of no 
other mode of gratifying your desire.” 

“ The deuce take you for such kindness/' 
he replied, readily accepting his proffered 
hand, when pulling him on one side ; “so 
you have really discovered the beautiful 
fugitive ?” 

“ She made herself and her retreat known 
to me, and I hope ere long to introduce 
you, as my friend, to her notice. General 
Roncevalles has been here, she tells me, 
and you supposed I had scaled the wall.” 

“ Does her spirit haunt this abode, pt 
has she some dealings with the black geriJ* 
tleman ?/' 
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I will enter into every detail when I 
3>».vmore at leisure ; at present, I must at- 
tend to'my duty.” 

Beaumanoir bowed assent ; and some of 
the men were placed as guards over the pri- 
soners, while the rest were preparing for 
their departure, by collecting what they 
wished to remove. Our hero, convin- 
ced that they had no surprise to fear, 
hastened to announce their success to 
donna Victoria, who had retreated to her 
prison, where she watted, in the most 
agonizing suspense, the result of what she 
thought a very rash scheme ; and ere our 
hero appeared, she had felt assured that the 
whole party had fallen a sacrifice to superior 
numbers. Had not h^r trembling limbs 
refused their office, she would have given 
her preserver the meeting, who hastened 
to relieve her anxiety by briefly relating 
how easily they had overpowered the gar- 
rison. 

“ Of course my father is not among 
those taken. Sincerely do I wish he was ; 
but I make no doubt you will gain some 
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authentic infellfgence respecting him from 
captain Beanmanoir. He will merely 
firm my worst fears, I am afriaid : hta could 
the duke be informed of my safety, it might 
materially contribiite^to his comfort.” 

“ He must Icarir that wc have surprised 
the garrison, and he may guess the result ; 
so now what are you most anxious to have 
removed, independent of these chests?” 

“ As the British do not mean to keep 
possession of the Castle, I should not will- 
ingly leave the French a single article of 
value; these chests contain the most port- 
able articles of plate and jewels ; what was 
in use when the French took up their 
abode here, remains in the usual reposi- 
tories, which were, sealed, I understood, 
by the general ; let those be broken, and 
tlie plate be removed, for the benefit of 
the little party who accompanied you; 
there are also some picturesf of great value, 
which iny father would redeem at any 
price ; all I mean to claim is contained in 
this room,” ' ; 

“ We came as friends, to assist, in rcr; 
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moving your goods, not as plunderers and 
"©^tortioners, to take advantage of your 
nilsff*i>iiines,' therefore do me the favour 
to accompai.y me over the Castle, when 
you maysele^'t what you think most worthy 
your care. I will return for you in three 
minutes, but I wish to consult with captain 
Butler respecting the best mode of con- 
veyai'ce for such heavy baggage.” 

Captain Butler like our hero, disclaimed 
all idea of appropriating any part of the 
valuables to his share ; they had fought for 
glory, not for plunder; but they must 
now send a couple of men for the horses ; 
as they must take a circuit to cross the 
river, it would be at least an hour before 
they would arrive, ^nd the sooner they 
were upon’ the move,* the better, since 
though no one had escaped to apprize the 
French of their success, they might, before 
they were awane, be surprised in their turn, 
which, considering the number of prisoners. 
Would be very unpleasant. 

Two active men were therefore dis- 
patched back, by the same way they had 
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cnfered the Casrie, and desired to make the 
greatest haste. Charles saw them across 
the river, and secured the secret ai»crtuie 
after them, as that would alTbrd'thera arc- 
treat, should any mpre troops arrive. He 
next, with the assistance of the soldiers, 
who were told they should be well reward- 
ed for this part of the job, removed all 
the chests into the court-yard ; and then, in 
company with donna Victoria, went to 
collect what was most portable, the two 
family coaches having been drawn out, to 
convey all the least heavy baggage and h r 
self to the British camp, and a waggon be- 
longing to the duke was loaded with tlie 
largest chests. 

• Donna Victoria was much more anxious 

f 

to effect her retreat than to secure her pro- 
perty ; but the most valuable pictures, and 
a great deal of plate, were, by Charles’s 
orders, placed in and upon one of the 
coaches ; and i he horsesbeing arrived, which, 
with those of the garrison, and the family 
stud of horses and mules, now amounted 
to a hundred and eighty, therefore the 
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soldiers were allowed to load an extra car- 
riaj^e with what they deemed most useful, 
pariicalarly wine and spirits, so long as 
they did not make too free with either; 
but all being at last ready, they began 
thoir march. Our hero, by the captain’s de- 
si, j, accompanied donna Victoria in the 
roach allotted for her use, since she might 
else, he observed, be smothered by the 
joxes and caskets falling upon her ; be- 
sides, she would want some one to keep up 

“ spirits, after the fatigue and agitation 
. .e had undergone. 

.Noi was his kind attention unnecessairy, 
as sli? was extremely agitated when she 
took what she apprehended might be a 
final leave of her partita! demesne; she 
also reflected that she was going among 
total strangers, since even her protector 
was aerely the acquaintance of a day ; 
sti'i she felt the, necessity of keeping up 
ht spirits, and of appearing grateful for 
Cbavles’s assurances that she had nothing 
further to dread, and that she might, he 
made no doubt, easily remove to Lisbon, 
VOI-. II. c 
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■where she would be perfectly secure, m the 
event of the duke’s continuing a prisoner; 
candidly telling her, that he was suspected 
•‘^f being a patridt, hnd ineptiring whether 
supposition was founded on fact? 

'' It is, indeed ; my father has ever been 
an advocate for a staunch adherence to 
monarchy, atiil the misfortunes and capti- 
vity of our jiriiltes has rendered him a 
staunch patriot; but ds you may feel curious 
to know a little more resp'e^ing my family, 
since I have told you my iti't^er was an 
Englishwoman, I will enter' into a few 
details, which will put yOu more aw fait 
respecting my connexions. 


CHAP. n. 

“ My father was born heir to One of the first 
titles in Spain, and as he was an only clfl|^, 
he would probably have been spoiled|iy 
indulgence, had he not been early left'OT 
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orphan, and placed under the care of a rigidi. 
tutor and ex-Jesuit, who was not inclined- 
to humour his fancies, and from whom hie 
received an excellent education, which 
contributed to render him a very dotpe^i'c 
man, though, like most othe^, nobles, he 
went into the army before he tedame of age : 
he was to have married a lady of noble 
birth and large forttiiM;, to whom his fa- 
mily had engaged hint in his cradle, but 
she died upon the eve of the ceremony, 
which so ejected him, that it was long sup- 
posed he ‘Would never select another bride. 
To change the scene, he was sent to France 
witfi the ambassador going thither. At 
Paris he became acquainted with some 
young Englishmen, W**!' whom he visited 
Italy, Germany, and finally England ; and 
I have heard him say be returned with re- 
jgtet to Spain, where he had no near con- 
nexions, and, of course felt himself a 
iort of isolated being. But his rank led 
the monarch to notice him very kindly, 
dhd ambition became for a time his ruling 
passion, as he soon obtained the confidence 
c 2 
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fiis sovereign, and at thirty he held a 
liigh post in the ministry : during the en- 

E ten years, he devoted himself to 
cs, as he saw the storm which was 
ring over France, and fain would he 
J»ave‘ avcfted it from this now divided 
country. 

He had jdJit?etitered his fortieth year, 
^hen political bii^tjQ^Sis called him to Cadiz, 
where he accidentally stumbled upon an 
Englishman with whom WS^ad made the 
tour of Europe ; he was a man •of rank and 
family, and had now- visited the|8outh of 
Spain in search of health: they fciiewed 
their intimacy, with increased avidity> * 
“Lord Melvin was the inmate of a British 


merchant, who had long been a resident 
in Spain, a reputed'Catholic, and highly 
respected by the Spanish government. He 
was therefore known by name to ray 
Iher, whose happy chance had affbrdw 
him the opportunity of beconting person- 
ally acquainted with him. As Mr. Levinj^^ 
stone was said to be perfectly au fait <il|; 
the trading and monied interest of thli; 
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country, and its relative politics with re- 
spect to England, my father was conse- 
quently his frequent visitor ; and this n\ei| 
chant’s daughter, my late mother, soomJHm 
came his chief attraction. 

Lord Melvin returned to E^glab^, fcul 
my father remained at Cadiz^^hd continued 
a daily visitor at my grandfather’s : but not 
to dwell upon what he frequently termed 
the happiest da^of his life, suffice it to say, 
that not djifin^'to urge the indignation of his 
brother nobles, nor to offend his sovereign, 
he privately married my mother, and for 
sornts time their union remained a secret, 
till his increasing favour- with his sovereign 
emboldened him to declare it to the mo- 
nitfch, and my moiller was soon after re- 
ceived at court, as duchess of Aranza ; and 
qfever did my father repent having united 
.^imself to a woman his inferior in point of 
l^irth, but, as he often acknowledged, much 
his superioV in many other respects. Her 
death was the first real sorrow I ever ex- 
perienced, and my father never recovered 
the shock it gave him, which, added to the 
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distracted state of his country, induced him 
to retire from court, and shut himself up 
lyith me and a very small suit, in the 
I have just left; you are acquainted 
wi®the recent events, and I need not tell 
you why 1 w^ght refuge in my late miseft- 
ble abode: ,oi|- pray can you inform me 
what is become i|(f Beatrice, my late mo- 
ther’s attendant, since! rinine, and the few 

■ '■ * '"'i, 

menials who remained ‘efter the French 
had taken possession of the ea^tlc^?” 

“ Upon my honour I cannot satisfy yoii » 
I saw no females, nor any ma|i^S, save 
soldiers.” 

“ They must have made their escape duf” 
ing the bustle, for fear they should be 
more strictly confined/; I can no otherwise 
accoujit for their non-appearance.” 

“ That is the most probable conjecture 
but may I inquire whether Mr. LevingstonO 
still resides in Spain ? as he-^” 

“ He would indeed be my protector:} 
but various unpleasant circumstances iti^ 
duced him, even before my mother’s death^ 
to seek a retreat in England, and for a time 
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my father was obliged to forbear corre- 
sponding with him ; but this he was after- 
vvarch enabled to do through the means of 
lord Melvin, their joint friend; and the duke ' 
did transmit part of his property to my 
grandfather, in case the worst that he dreatd- 
ed should happen, and secured the rest of 
his most valuable effects where you found 
the..i. I Old Melvin diecl last year, and as 
various family reasons prevented iny grand- 
father fron^ ditfCctly addressing the duke, 
we have not heard from him since — indeed 
he may also have paid the debt of nature, 
though he is ijot much older than my 
father ; but I -hope to be able to gain some 
intelligence of him, through a gentleman 
now resident in Lon^ion, as to him alone 
ran I look up for protection, should my 
father remain in custody.” 
i. Charles thanked her for having brought 
him, as he said,*acquainted with ail her con- 
nexions ; hdped the duke would ere long 
equally fortunate with herself; but made 
'tio doubt of her soon obtaining intclli- 
gence of her grandfather; and had he not 



32 THE SPANISH CAWPAIGN, 

feared to appear oirioiis, he would have 
asked her some farther questions respecting 
his departure from Spain, 

they proceeded on their road, donna 
V^oria appeared to grow more com- 
posed; as greatly feared being pursued 
by the dreatl^l general, and forced back 
again. Chart^, assured b.cr she had no 
rea'Son to fear any ^such sinister conclusion 
to her adventures, as ifisey were out of all 
danger from the French, appeared 

greatly to cheer her spirits; aitd as (he 
morning was very fine, she infinite 
benefit from the fresh air, after beif>|ong 
confinement, and certainly appeared to 
much greater advantage than whert she 
first met our hero’s tycs; still he did .not 
think her what might be deemed beautiful; 
but she had a pleasjng though pensiii^, 
countenance, fine eyes, and certainly 
a very fine figure. 

By way of beguiling the time, as he dip': 
not, as Beaumanoir would probably hav^j 
done, had he been in the same situatioH>t> 
declare himself her admirer, or wound hef 
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delicacy by far-fefched compliments, he' 
gave her a short abstract of his own story,' 
doing more than justice to his kind pro> 
tector, colonel Davers, and to his beloyf^ 
friend Frazer; of his mother he sp^e 
as she deserved,; his father he equally men- 
tioned in the most grateful^ liaitiiner, ob- 
serving, that he had, and t^^bing more for 
him than he had any right to expect; nor did 
he condemn his declaring that he re- 

joiced at hj^iiyfhjg selected another of the 
family tp^ipfpply his place, and that he was 
emanciphtfed from a state of dependence, 
which';Was particularly irksome to his dis- 
position. 

Donna Victoria kiade some very judi 
cig,us and apropos rcViarks during" ids »j^|r- 
ratlve, and appeared gratified by his confi- 
dential communications. 

^I'i^hey were met by a party who had been 
sent out to reponnoitre, just before they 
entered — , where the British head- 

quarters then were. These i captain 
putler and his men with every mark of ap- 
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probation, and declared that Franklin was 
sure to succeed in all his undertakings. 
Charles returned the compliments of the 
o£B,cer who spoke, who took the oppatu- 
to gaze at the fair Iberian, assuring 
her that he, in common with all his coun- 
trymen at,-r^, rejoiced at her liberation. 
She bowed her thanks, and her heightened 
colour made her appear to greater ad\an- 
tage than Charles had yet seen her. 

At the entrance of the they were 

greeted by colonel Davers, nh'6 had been 
deputed by the general to escort the diikc 
of Aranza’s daughter to the most ton- 
ven.ent liabitation the ‘;rowded state of the 
place would admit of ^heir allotting her; it 
cph’sh.tcd in a small /nit of apartments, in 
the hou e of a decent, if not high-born fa- 
mily, with whom the colonel also lodged, 
but in a detached wing of the building, ltd 
which was annexed a garden, which must 
pro\e a recommendation to- the young 
lady. This colonel Divers politely recapjo 
tulated to donna Vicioria, and then pre» 
reded the carriages to her pioposed abode, 
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where he stood ready to hand her oqt; and 
had she been his daughter, he could not 
have welcomed her more cordially, leading 
her iuj ai^er desiring Charles would se^ 
all her bago-age brought in and placed 
under her own eye. 

Having sliovvn her into a i^ftodsome sit- 
ting-room, he sincerely congratulated her 
upon having made hertielf known to his 
young relative, who had warmly interested 
their general in her behalf, and who had 
proved himli^f, as he always did, worthy of 
the ronfidence which had been placed in 
his representations. 

Donna Victoria epoke of him as she 
thought, of course ntr report was highly 
favourable : and in as'short a time th^ 
nature of the case would admit, the 
smaller boxes and caskets were deposited 
it^her own room, and the larger chests and 
pfetures in an adjoining anti-room, which 
having locked, Charles brought her the 
key, and again received her thanks. “ They 
^^re a very poor return,” she observed, 
** for the favours he had done her ; she 
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only hoped that he whp ‘ alone can read 
all hearts, would double his blessings upon 
the head of her preserver, and protect him, 
M.^she had been, in the hour ot' need.” 
’;®!olonel Davers now advised her to take 

some comfortable refreshment, and retire 

■ . . ' ■ 

to bed; is|)^:^ust be greatly in need of re- 
pose ; the vrii^Spf the owner of the house 
would attend updBr.^Ijr. She was a staunch 
patriot, and, he {)eTlfey|d, a very wort’iy 
woman, therefore at pri^ht | he could not 
be more eligibly situated ; ib evening, 

general lord meant to bl^r her his 

congratulations; he should infroducf him ; 
and he supposed his y^ung relative, turning 
(o Charjes, would seize the same oppor- 
tvmtfy to pay his respects to her. She made 
a polite reply ; and having sum’moned the 
hostess to receive her fair lodger’s orders, 
the genlleitien departed. 

Colonel Davers expressed himself mblh 
pleased with the young Iberian, during 
their walk to the general’s, to whom Charles 
briefly related the short abstract of 
story she had given him. He hoped sKer 
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would find a protector in her grandfather^ 
since he much doubted the duke D’Aranza 
ever being liberated ; his being known to 
have married an Englishwoman would 
increase his crimes in the eyes of his per- 
secutors. Charles then mentioned the 
chests, &:c. which they had reiOdoved, and 
donna Victoria’s offer to giy« .this unpacked 
plate and pictures to buf 

" She was right Jd make the proposal, 
and Butler and':|’ou were still more right 
in refusings take advantage of her situa- 
tion. Sfe may, poor thing, be greatly 
deceived in her estimate of her property; 
silver, plate is ver|’ bulky, but of little 
cotpparative value \^en sold for its weight ; 
the. pictures may pnave the grtafec trea- 
surj? ; and she may, by yotir account, have 
secured some of the golden ornaments of 
jtheir chapel ; possibly she has also some 
|ewels; but in my opinion, her greatest de- 
-pendence rests upon the money she says 
ber father transmitted to England, that is, 
admitting she holds the securities, and her 
grandfather is living.” 
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Charles perfectly agreed with his lord- 
ship, and was not sorry when he desired 
him to devote the day to repose. Colonel 
Davers gaily told hfm he must not yet re- 
sigli his post of protector to donna Victo- 
ria, as he had appointed him to assist in 
guarding so had had a small room ad- 
joining his own prepart d for him, and that 
p.’rt of his baggage which had not fallen 
into the hands of the French had been re- 
moved thither. 

We shall therefore leave ©rii* hero and 
doiria Victoria to recruit their spirits, 
while wc return to the Castle D’Aranza, as 
oiir leaders may wish ty learn how general 
Ronteval es bore the/disappointment he 
was dooir/ed to experience. 


CHAP. III. 

It had never been this general of division’s 
intention to retain possession of the Castle 
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of Aranza, as the so doing would have been 
very inimical to the plan he had been 
ordered to pursue; he had therefore, when . 
informed that Franklin had made his escape 
begun to suspect that the English weihs 
better acquainted with the place than hiift-i 
self, and that they would, if it $|^(edltliem, 
return in sufficient force to/ surprise the 
little garrison it cont^t^d. He had no 
idea donna Victoria;was concealed within 
the walls, hpying; -as he thought, sounded 
every floof/ahd every pannel likely to con- 
ceal a si^cret issue : that many Spanish 
castles h?d such, he felt assured; liiit the 
Castle D’Aranza wat^^not amongst the num- 
her; and as he wasstr^ more auj’cut of the 
family annals than even our hero, he natu- 
rally presumed donna Victoria was either 
lying perdMC in the environs, or that she’was 
t0pn her read to Lisbon, preparatory to 
hw embarkatiop for England, whither he 
j^sumed the duke had sent his most va- 
luable effects. 

This he resolved, if possible, to ascertain 
Vfhen he returned to his head- quarters. 
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after having learnt the escape of our hero, 
which had induced hint to suppose the 
duke was by some means or other in a 
^ague with the English, and that they had 
^fore been privately received within the 
Caitle. 

To d^iiyer whether these conjectures 
were fotitfde^;ip fact, he resolved to alter 
his mode of beM$i^r to his prisoner, who 
had been doomed to' e^jtpiate the crime of 
being a patriot, even admj ymg his daugh- 
ter should be discovered; B^For the pre- 
sent, the general thought he.wpuld assail 
him with affected kindness; and hCTceftainly 
acted his part with g^’at skill, affecting the 
greatest pity for hi', noble prisoner^ and 
deeply regretting his having incurredi|the 
suspicions of the- present ruler of S|^in ; 
unfortunately, some papers which had been 
found in Iiis possession had increased:'^^ 
distrust of those in power,, and he was’tfn- 
willingly compelled to keep a stricter gu^d 
over him than heretofore. 


The duke was not the dupe of his 



ble foe, yet he thought it most politic 
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appear so ; and even declared himself very 
fortunate in having fallen into the hands 
of a friend, since few people were inclined 
to favour the unfortunate. 

De Roncevalles triumphed in imagipA- 
tion, and continued to exaggerate' 'the 
danger of his prisoner, till hiavfng, as 
he thought, sulriciently alarm'ed him, and 
convinced him of his ability to befriend 
him, he thus procc^eded; 

" I comni|®^>me precaution you took 
to removejp^iia Victoria, when you fore- 
saw that w^fdaight find it necessary to take 
j)osscsslo1ii^bf your abode, nor should I wish 
you even now to disciover her retreat to a 
person less inclined to\ befriend .you than 
mysflF; but I have the will and the power 
to extricate you from your present very un- 
pleasant situation, if you will give me your 
dt^;hter in marriage, and settle your estates 
upon ’her and Ifer issue, at your demise. 
A# the father of my wife, your life and 
property will be secured, since I will be- 
^toe answerable for your future conduct.” 

^Ihe duke had expected some such proof 
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of bis sincere regard, therefore was by iro 
meatis surprised at his modest proposal, and 
he was also convinced that, admitting he 
s^^re base enough to sacrifice his only child 
own safely, he should not secure it 
by so doing ; yet not chusihg to appear to 
suspect ’ lilil,; kind intentions of his con- 
queror, he ** most advisable not to 

declare his abhcti^rcpce of him; he there- 
fore assured him did not himself 

know where his daughter was, much 
less whether she would be iiii^lied to com- 
ply with his generous proposal^ ; and he 
had resolved never to bi.is her inclinations 
with respect to mairi;lge — “ But ypu have 
told me that my strytili household remaiiiS 
in s/oiu quo, thertTore from BeatrieeiHmy 
dau-.-ljicr’s aiiCiidant, I mav obtain some 
informaiion respecting her mistress. I 
have no other- means of complying 
your request, nor shall I-enter into Spy 
other details: if, as I make nt) doubt, yioii 
arc sincere in your wish to serve rae, 
send for this woman, and trust to n^ 
honour for making your proposals knoWlf 
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to my daughter, should I, through her means, 
be able to trace her retreat.” 

The general, who made no doubt but. 
dame Beatrice was in all her master’s secrets, 
though she had sworn to him she could 
not direct him to donna Victoria, resolved 
to return to Aranza the next morning, and 
to terrify her into confessingitlthe wanted 
to learn ; when, if hesuccetided in securing 
the heiress, the soo^jer she came into pos- 
session of her jg ff tjaerty the better. 

The duke.<wSt not aware of the extent 
of the villaiMbus projects; he had with truth 
declared jtfeit he did not exactly know 
where hts daughter was^ since he only knew 
that she had sought a retreat in tlic strong 
roonijj -and she rffight ere this have escaped 
from Iftencc, as he had ui’ged her to seek 
the jWotcction of t!ie British, should he be 
rct^ved, as he feared ; besides, dare he ac- 
quaint Beatrice, now an elderly weak wo- 
maf* with the secret which had hitherto se- 
cured his child’s safety, even admitting she 
y0[ht prove trust-worthy, she would be so 
st^tly watched, that it must be discover- 
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ed to the general, and thus his child would 
be at his mercy. He might wish to marry 
her, since he could no otherwise secure her 
|)roperfy ; and could he, without endanger- 
-ihg her safety, make her acquainted with 
his intentions? he felt half inclined to do 
so, and trust entirely to her filial affection ; 
as, like Claudio, he was inclined to ex- 
claim- 


The weariest and most loathed worldly life^ 
'riiat aj^e, ache, peimty, impriioniroem, 

Ciu\ lay on nature, is a paradise^ 

To what we fear of death/’ 


But while he was thus undecided how to 
proceed, general lloncevalles, attended by 
his usual escort, proceeded to his Castle. 
The reader may judge cf his amaze upon 
perceiving the great gate; open, and on 
finJing the court desertedi every dOor 
open, and both carriages”and horses of all 
descriptions gone ! Hastily dismounting, 
sometlung li.;e the truth having flashed 
across his mind, he vowed vengeance againitj 
the wi etched duke, till a moment’s reflec- 
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tion convinced him that he could not have 
planned or contrived what must have been 
effected by the enemy, who had of course 
been assisted by the treacherous donna 
Victoria; yes, she had escaped; that the 
duke had half acknowledged; and 'being 
half an Englishwoman, she had escaped to 
her mother’s countrymen, who had pro- 
bably been bribed by some of her British 
relatives (who, if report was to be believed, 
were people of immense property) to as- 
sist her in ransacking the Castle: thus 
judging ofothers by his own feelings, which 
rendered him much more eager in search of 
plunder than in search of glory. Vowing 
vengeance against the donna, the duke, 
and the British nation, he rushed'into the 
house; every door was open, and, as he 
expected, every article of value was rfe- 
inoved ; when having reached the grand 
staircase, he saw two women, one of whom 
he recognised, to be Beatrice, whom he 
ha3 resolved to threaten into confessing 
where donna Victoria was concealed; she 
(Was evidently in tears, and was assisted by 
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the other servant bringin<^ down a bundle. 
"They were not aware of his approach til! 
he demanded in an authoritative voice 
" what they were about?” Beatrice 
slacked her hold, as did her companion, 
and the bundle rolled down to his feet ; 
he repeated his demand in a louder tone, 
when Beatrice sobbed out, “ We were 
going to remove our clothes, sir ; since the 
Castle having been stripped, we had no 
hojies of the family returning thither.” 

Who supposed you had ? — ^but pray, ma- 
dam Beatrice, where is your young lady ?” 

“ 1 am sure, sir, I do not know which road 
the soldiers took, with whom she went 
away, nor how they got into the Castle.” 

“That I shall make you prove, since 
hitherto you have denied that donna Vic- 
toria was concealed in the Castle, yet now 
you acknowledge she went from hence 
with a party of the enemy.” 

“ I can safely swear, sir, that I never saw 
donna Victoria after the duke was carried 
away a prisoner; she might, foraughtlkno^, 
have feturned with the English, who over- 
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powered the garrison, and stripped the 
Castle. God knows, I am at a loss to fell 
who are rriends and who are enemtes," 

The general stormed and raved as if he 
had been unprepared for this confirmation 
of all his worst surmises; threatened to 
kill both the women — a t;c used them of 
having deceived him — ^and seemed, as he 
redly was, oittragoous; till having vented 
his fury, he threatened the poor wenches 
with instant death, if they did not enter 
into every detail he was anxious to hear. 

Beatrice, who was by no means the ^vcak 
character her master supposed, was much 
the least intimidated of the two ; she there- 
fore, in a few words, related, “ tliat she 
had been disturbed at a very early hour 
by the clashing of arms in the court ; un- 
able to account for the seeming bustle, fear 
for her personal safety at first induced her 
to remain very quiet, till curiosity, as the 
fighting seemed to have ceased, led her to 
her window; the night had been very 
stormy, and was still too dark to admi,t‘of 
bfer seeing all that was going forward, but 
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the court appeared full of soldiers, some 
of whom had lights, and a general bustle 
prevailed ; carriages were loaded with dif- 
ferent articles^ and finally, donna Victoria 
(^parted in a coach with an English officer, 
jiccompanied by many more, and the gar- 
rison, ;w ho appeared to be prisoners." 

This certainly correct, though rather in- 
coherent account, merely increased the ge- 
neral’s rage; he asked fifty questions in a 
breath, and soon found that fear alone had 
restrained these women fromlalso claiming 
the protection of the British ; but they were 
not aware they came as friends, fill they saw 
their mistress depart under their protection ; 
and they had since been collecting their 
clothes previous to making their escape, as 
they with justice- feared the return of ge- 
neral Roncevalles, who was, if possible, 
more vexed at being thus defrauded of 
those treasures he fancied.so secure, parti- 
cularly the pictures, of which«he well knew 
the value, and which he intended to have 
sent to Paris as trophies of his victories. , 

Having convinced himself that merely 



THE 8PAMISS CAMPAIGN. 49 

the massive old-fashioned furniture re* 
mained within the walls, he returned, still 
attended by Beatrice and the other servant, 
whom he had obliged to precede him into 
the interior apartments, to the hall, when 
he commanded them to show his military 
attendants where the family store of woo4 
was kept, and then obliged them to assist 
in making a pile of billets and faggots at 
the foot of the grand staircase; having 
seen it arranged to his mind, he command- 
ed Beatrice, because he thought she would 
feel most mortified, “ to set it on fire !’* 

She tum^ pale, and entreated to be 
spared the task in very moving terms; 
while her companion, who trembled every 
joint, stood ready with a light and a wisp 
of straw. 

“ You refuse to obey me, do you, you 
infernal old hag ? but I will either place 
you upon the top of the pile, and set light 
to it myself; or you shall save me the 
trouble.” 

Of course she became subservient to hift 
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'will ; and in less than half an hour the 
Castle was in flames, which promised to 
level if with the ground. 

Having thus vented his rage upon the 
building, the general sullenly remounted 
bis horse, and returned to head-quarters ; 
naeditating as he rode along respecting the 
fate of the owner of the domain. He firmly 
believed, that to save his life he would 
readily have given hirti his daughter; but 
it seemed next to impossible, as matters 
had turned out, to obtain any power over 
her; besides, admitting, at the duke’s 
request, she was restored to his protection, 
the British would not return the valuables 
they had seized ; to them she was no doubt 
indebted for their intercession ; and he 
might seize the lands without marrying the 
treacherous girl ; yet he felt that he liked 
her person, and he would have bestowed 
half the estates upon any one who would 
place her once more within. his reach ; at 
last he resolved to be perfectly candid with 
the duke, rather hoping to discover from 
his looks or words, whether he was at all* 
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aware of his daughter’s having sought the 
protection of the English ; he was also very 
anxious to learn whether any of his pro- 
perty was concealed in or about the Castle, 
though it seemed most probable the young 
fugitive had taken care to secure all she 
could remove. 

Having thus decided, be paid his pri- 
soner an immediate visit, and certainly 
came rather abruptly to the point, as he 
exclaimed, the moment he entered, Your 
daughter is in the hands of our enemies, 
and your Castle is in ruins." 

“ In the hands of the British ! is Victoria 
in the hands of the English ?” cried the 
duke, whose countenance certainly did not 
evince much sorrow; but hastily recalling 
his presence of mind„ “ And have they 
destroyed my Castle? They— but to an- 
swer what purpose ?" 

To oblig<; you, I suppose, since you 
rejoiced at their having your daughter 
in their power ; but you have only con- 
firmed what I have long suspected, that 
you were friendly to their cause." 

D 2 
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I was never the friend of the enemies 
■of my country, general.” 

No, you are a patriot, and consider the 
^F'rench as your enemies.” 

" I only wished to remain neuter, and 
to end ray days in peace ; but I acknow- 
ledge I rejoiced to hear my child was living, 
as she might, I feared, have perished in a 
dungeon.” 

Aye, she was, as I supposed, concealed 
within the Castle — nay, you need not he- 
sitate to acknowledge the fact, since I was 
told she departed with the British by Bea- 
trice, your confidante, who, to display her 
joy, actually made a bonfire of your Castle, 
whether by her lady's orders, I cannot in- 
form you.” 

“ You are certainly diverting yourself 
;at my expence, general ?” 

"1 am in no laughing humour, I assure ; 
■you, and I have only stated facts; so you 
may as well >tell me where youc daughter 
was concealed. ” 

‘‘You are to the full as likely to know 
as myself, since you have been upon the 
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spot, and seem to have made jourself ac- 
quainted with every particular/^ 

“ I do not chuse to be thus put off, there-, 
fore come to the point at once, or — ” 

"I despise your threats, general. I was, 
and am still, inclined, if she is not averse 
to your proposals, to bestow my daughter 
upon' you; more Twill not say, nor shall 
you make me the mere tool of your con- 
venience.” 

The general no' longer wishing to con- 
ciliate his prisoner, gave a free loose to 
his long-stifled rage; and soon convinced 
the duke that it was a very fortunate thing 
for his daughter she had escaped such a 
connection, and that even had he married 
her, he would probably have fallen a sa- 
criflce to his avarice; ’and as it is sai4 the 
worst certainty is preferable to suspense, 
he felt much more inclined to welcome 
•death, now his fate appeared inevitable,, 
than while 'he flattered himself with hopes 
of life; therefore the moment he was alone, 
he fell upon his knees, to return thanks to 
Heaven for his daughter’s safety, as he 
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made no doubt of her having secured more 
than sufficient to place her in affluence; and 
should her grandfather be still living, with 
him she would find an asylum, and in him 
an afTectionate protector. He could have 
wished to have been informed of the par- 
ticulars of her escape ; but as that did not 
seem likely, he resolved to devote the few 
remaining weeks or days he might be suf- 
fered to languish in confinement, to pre- 
paring himself to die. 


CHAP. IV. 

Don.na Victoria wa^ enabled, owing to her 
recent fatigue, to enjoy a few hours com- 
fortable repose ; but when she woke, het 
thoughts, as usual, reverted to her father ; 
yet she felt consoled by the idea that she 
had merely followed his orders, in bavilitg 
placed herself under lire protection of the 
British. They seemed to treat bei* with the 
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respect due to her sex ; while huJ she fallen 
into the power of Roncevalles, she should 
have been insulted, if notill-treated, as she 
had overheard enough of his discourse to 
Beaumanoir to lead her to expect no mercy 
at his hands; most grateful, therefore, did 
she feel towards Heaven and our hero. 
Colonel Davers was a very respectable.man, 
and she rejoiced at being under his imme- 
diate protection ; but as she expected to 
sec the general in whose praise fame spoke 
so loudly, she selected a more elegant dress 
from among the clothes she had brought 
away, and having completed her toilette, 
repaired to the sitting-room appropriated 
to her use. 

The woman of the house wits extremely 
attentive, placed a variety of refreshments 
before her, and rejoiced to see her make 
up for her late scanty fare; from this wo- 
man donna Victoria heard a very gratify- 
ing account of colonel Havers ; and to her 
she lamented having left her faithful Bea- 
trice behind her;, entering into several de- 
tails respecting, the French having seized 
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her father’s Castle^ which greatly interested 
her landlady ; and who assured her she 
might easily (as she wished for an English 
attendant,) procure one of the soldier’s 
wives to wait upon her; nay, she believed 
that the woman who washed for colonel 
Davers had lost her husband in a recent 
engagement ; she would doubtless rejoice 
at being taken into her service. 

Donna Victoria re’quested she wodld 
make the arrangement; and was listening 
with still more interest to her account of 
lieut(;nanlFranklin,whohad,she understood, 
been an active benefactor of her intended 
servant, nor was she sorry to hear he also 
lodged under the same roof, when general 

lord was announced, and entered, 

accompanied by colonel Davers and our 
hero. 

The general paid his compliments in the 
most flattering manner, assuring her that 
he rejoiced at her emancipation from her 
late captivity ; adding, “ much as we all re- 
gretted the detention of our general fa- 
vourite, Franklin, we all now join in agree- 



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGin 57 

ing that much good has arisen from his> 
having been surprised ; and had you been 
allowed to seek a protector among us all, 
your choice could not have fallen upon 
one more likely to perform impossibilities 
in yourservice, nor less likely, to fancy you < 
at all indebted to his spirit of 'chivalry.** 
Donna Victoria’s reply convinced the • 
general and the colonel that she was fully 
sensible of her obiigatiiohs to our hero, 
who gaily entreated that she would enable 
him to deserve her praises, by continuing 
to employ him in her service. 

She bowed -her thanks, and .then, at the - 
general’s desire, entered into a short detail > 
respecting her father, general: De. Ronce- 
valles, &c. which convinced the brave hero • 
.she addressed* that' the- doke' D’Aranza, 
tike some other noble Spaniards, had wish* 
ed to remain nn noticed tiH he saw whether’ 

a 

the patriots or the> French were most likely 
to succeed, when he meant to have joined 
the conquerors, and have attributed his in-* • 
action and supineness to ill health and po-" 
D 3 
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licy. His daughter appeared to possess a 
much stronger mind, and to be, as she de- 
clared, more than half an Englishwoman. 

He readily allowed her claim to the ap- 
pellation of countrywoman ; and agreed that 
it might be better she should remain where 
she was, instead, as he meant to advise, 
proceeding to Lisbon, till she learnt what 
was likely to be the fate of her father. He 
supposed, he told her, he would be remov- 
ed, perhaps, into France, for fear he should 
make his escape and join her; promising 
to take the most likely means to procure 
some intelligence of his situation, and to 
inform him of her safety. 

He then took his leave, much impressed 
in favour of the young Iberian. As she 
had 'repeatedly entreated he would allow 
her to reward the services of the soldrers 
he had sent to her relief — will present 
them with what I think necessary, in your 
name, my young friend; and you shall at 
some future period repay me what I may 
advance, since remember the men went 
upon mine and their country's service, and 
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have been rewarded by their success; a* 
much smaller number could have sufHced 
to remove you and your chests in safety ; 
we entered' this country to protect and 
assist, not to plunder the Spaniards.’* He- 
then departed, leaving the colonel and ouc 
hero with the young lady, who declared 
that were she but assured that her father 
would be removed to France, and merely,, 
like their monarch, be kept in captivity, 
she should feel comparatively happy to 
what she had done of late ; again deplor- 
ing her not having thought of Beatrice- 
when she left the Castle, since to have had 
her about her would have greatly increased, 
her comforts. 

This the gentlemen readily believed ; 
but as it grew late, they'wished her a gpod- 
night; the colonel merely enforcing the 
general’s hint respecting her property, 
which he thought Had better, for the pre- 
sent, remain in the chests; offering to 
supply her with any sum she might require 
for her present exigencies. 

She was sensible of the kindness of his 
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intention; but assured him she was very 
amply provided with current cash, since 
the duke thought she might be obliged to 
pay pretty dearly for either safety or pro- 
tection. 

The colonel agreed that she might have 
fallen into more mercenary hands, and de- 
parted with his young favourite. 

Having reached their own apartment — 
" Well, what say you to the young lady, 
colonel asked our hero. 

" She improves upon acquaintance, 
Charles, as she does not seem to be de- 
ficient in point of common sense. Her fa- 
ther has, and will, or I am mistaken, pay pretty 
dearly for not having sought the protection 

V 

of the British. He appears to be a weak 
manceuvrer, whoseplans were so shallow, a 
child might have seen through them ; if 
such were the ministers and politics of 
Spain, no wonder she is so divided in her 
councils; surely, as his late wife has or had 
relations in England, to them he ought 
long since have consigned both his daugh- 
ter and his property ; but by wishing to 
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retain both that and his estates, he has lost 
all, as, depend upon it, he will die in prison, 
and general Roncevalles will secure his 
estates, if not his title.’' 

This Charles thought very probable; but 
as the colonel had letters to write, he 
also sat down to address Frazer and lady 
Franklin ; to the former, he entered into 
various minute details respecting donna 
Victoria, his resent captivity, &c. ; to his’ 
mother he more briefly related his reent 
adventures, making very light to both of his 
own exertions, and requesting to hear as 
speedily as possible from each of them. 

But unawares to himself, he felt an in- 
creasing interest in the concerns of donna 
Victoria; and when he retired for the night, 
he formed a variety of plans, all tending to 
her comfort and gratification. In conse- 
quence of these his waking dreams, he 
sought out a’Spaniard whom he knew to be 
attached to the Guerillas, who were in the 
pay of the commander-in-cliieF, and pro- 
posed to him to go in search of donna Bea- 
trice, who must, he supposed, have sought 
3 
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a refuge in or near the Castle of Aranza, 
giving the man to understand that he should 
be rewarded in proportion to his zeal and 
success, as he made no doubt of donna 
Victoria's amply renumerafing his services, 
should be succeed in bringing away her at- 
tendant ; if not, he meant to pay him for 
his time, and not to mention having em- 
ployed him. 

Meanwhile, the soldier’s wife had gladly 
accepted the situation proposed to her by 
the woman of the house, and had entered 
upon her new duties much to the comfort 
and satisfaction of donna Victoria, to 
whom she related so many traits of Charles’s, 
kindness and humanity, towards his men 
and their wives, that she felt her regard- 
for Kim greatly increased, as he appeared 
to be always anxious to mitigate the horrors 
of war, and to meliorate the condition of 
those under his command, and she rejoiced- 
to learn that he was adored by his men. 

“ Every body regretted his being sur- 
prised by those vile French/’ proceeded 
Sarah May; ” one would have thought that 
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half the officers had lost their brother, 
or their best friend, they all seemed so 
anxious about him; and I dare say they 
would have rescued him at every risk, if 
God and your ladyship had not been be- 
forehand with them. My poor husband was 
killed under his eyes, and doing his duty; 
rnd he broke the news to me himself, and 
has been my best friend ever since. I am 
sure I pray for him every day.” 

Donna Victoria thought she was still 
more obliged to him, and in this she felt 
confirmed, when, the third day after her 
arrival at *-5 — , he presented himself at her 
door, accompanied by donna Beatrice, 
whom the guerilla had discovered conceal- 
ed in the village adjoining the Castle, and 
brought with him to our hero, who now 
acknowledged having sent him in search 
of the good woman, as he was well assured 
that donnt^ Victoria would amply reward 
his exertions. Thisshe thankfully did, and 
rendered the man such a staunch friend, 
that he volunteered to convey a message 



6‘4 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

to her father, and to bring her one in re* 
turn ; she eagerly, accepted his offer, pro- 
mising to double her present donation 
when he returned; 

Nor was she less grateful towards Charles, 
upon whom she absolutely forced a diamond 
ring of great value; “ It is my own,” said 
She, ** though intended for a gentleman ; 
but it was given me on one of my birth- 
days by my English grandfather, who was 
a dealer in jewels, for me to bestow upon 
any friend; aiul I am sure he would ap- 
prove of my offering it to your acceptance.” 

In vain did Charles endeavour to excuse 
himself from availing himself of her ge- 
nerosity^ under the plea that a soldier’s bag- 
gage was frequently lost, therefore she 
might at last be only enriching the French. 
But she seemed so hurt at what she styled 
his “ proud spirit,” that he finally accepted 
her gift, presuming it had been intended 
for her future husband by the original 
donor, and thinking that he might perhaps, 
were he base enough to take advantage of 
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!i^r situation, make himself a sufficient in- 
te^st in her heart to obtain that title, to 
her esteem, gratitude, and obedience. 


CHAP. V. 

FiioM Beatrice donna Victoria learnt what 
had occurred since her departure from the 
abode of her ancestors, and was horror- 
struck when she heard how cruelly general 
Boncevalles had finally gratified his re- 
venge; nay, from Beatrice’s account, she 
felt assured that she ImhI had a very narrow 
escape since the general had* repeatedly 
sworn that he only w'is^ied she had been 
still concealed about the building', as he 
should then have punished both father and' 
daughter for their treachery ; and she was 
also convinced, that had she fallen into his 
pow’cr, miserable indeed would have been 
her destiny, even had she been- base enough 
to have accepted of his protection ; and 
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her father she now scarcely doubted wouW 

* . 4 

fall a victim to his brutal sanguinary dis- 
position. 

Colonel Davers could not give her hopes 
which he did not entertain, but he endea- 
voured to prepare her mind against the 
worst ; and, as he fully expected, when the 
guerilla returned, he informed our hero 
that the duke had been tried the day after 
his daughter had left the Castle — found 
guilty — sentence of death was pronoiincd 
against him — and his estates declared the 
properly of the vigilant Roncevalles, as a 
reward for his zeal in the cause of justice. 
He had not, however, suffered theseatence 
of the law, having} it was reported, died in 
prison ; if was therefore given out to 
aiiuise the people that he would have been 
pardoned, and merely confined till a peace 
took, place; while he (the guerilla) felt 
assured that he had been purposely mur- 
dered, as they dared not have brought such 
a man the scaffold. 

This melancholy intelligence, though 
softened down as much as possible, oc- 
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ca^ioned donna Victoria a most dreadful 
shock, and a serious fit of illness; since, 
though she could not accuse herself of 
having occasioned her father’s death, she 
feared her escape had increased the fury of 
his enemies. Beatrice proved, however, an 
able consoler ; and as donna VictSoria be- 
lieved her father had died (though perhaps, 
of grief) a natural death, after a time she 
grew more reconciled to her fate, and con- 
.sultcd with her attendant respecting her 
future plans. Beatrice, who did not like 
the notion of visiting England, which she 
thought a country of heretics, advised 
their removing to Lisbon, where they might 
for the present board in a convent, from 
whence donna Victoria might wrUe to her 
grandfather; and if he was living, he would 
probably answer her letter in person, *and 
take her under his protection. 

The fair Spaniard said she would con- 
sider of the matter; and in consequence 
seized the first opportunity to coiu||lt with 
colonel Davers respecting her future plans. 
He agreed it would be very desirable tliat 
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that she shou14 remove from the imme- 
diate seat of war; but she' could not‘ un- 
dertake such a journey merely attended by 
two females, and any male servants she 
might engage, since the supposed value of 
her baggage might induce those who ought 
to be protectors to become her plun- 
. derers, if no worse befel' her. Still, as it 
was reported that the French forces were 
daily increasing; ere any decisive action 
took place, he made no doubt of the ge* 
nerat’s sending a detachment to Lisbon ; 
and she might avail herself of the opportu- 
nity to remove under, their protection.. 
" Had she any acquaintance at Lisbon 

" Her father had been in habits of in- 
timacy with an Irish merchant, who resided 
there, and had through his medium trans- 
mitted some of his property to England." 

“ Then she had better write to this gentle- 
man, who might either receive her into 
his own family, or secure her ' apartments 
in soi|^ convent." 

Donna Victoria resolved to follow his 
advice, though she was by no means sorry 
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to /ind it would be imprudent to leave — - 
without an escort^ as Sarah May had 
greatly increased her prepossession in fa- 
vour of our hero, and her increasing inti- 
macy with him convinced her that he was 
a man of the most ingenuous mind, and the 
most elegant manners; from iilili^she 
learnt that the goodness of his heart and 
the sweetness of his temper had rendered 
him th'e friend of all bis brother officers, 
and the idol of the soldiers, who appeared 
invincible under his command. From the 
general she heard, that though brave even 
to* faulty rashness, he was no less remark- 
able for humanity and presence of mind. 
She had therefore, ere she was aware of 
the circumstance, surrendered Her heart 
into his keeping; still she dare not flatter 
herself with having inspired him with a 
similar passion, as he merely treated her 
with the sort of .kind civility of an afiec- 
tionate brother, and if he ever suffered 
his eyes to speak a njore tender language, 
b$ kept his tongue strictly within bounds. 
He might, she truly conceived, think that 
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her rank and supposed fortune placed jier 
too much above him ; but she was aware 
of a blot in her ’scutcheon, which, in her 
opinion, reduced her almost beneath his 
level, and she longed for an opportunity 
to me^ion a circumstance her father had 
most amWinsly wished to conceal. 

As a preparatory step to this discovery, 
she wrote in very guarded terms to Mr. 
Donaghue, the Lisbon merchant, and in- 
closed a letter for her grandfather, which 
she requested that gentleman would forward, 
as slie did not feel inclirred to inform him 
that she had secured the greater part, if not 
the whole of ^r father’s personal property, 
since slie wished to discover whether friend- 
ship or self-interest had led to his former 
pjrofuse offers of service and protection ; 
she requested he would direct his answer 
inclosed to colonel Davers, and entreated 
it might not be long dela»yed, as it would, 
in a great measure, settle bef future plans. 

Colonel Davers readily undertook to for- 
ward her epistle ; but having discovere^l 
the real bent of her inclinations, and being 
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cpnvinced that our hero was merely with- 
held by motives of delicacy from making 
her an offer of his hand and heart, and • 
from a dread of appearing to be guided 
by interested views, he seriously advised 
him to take her for better and worse; add- 
ing, “ She loves you, you must have seen, 
and I do not think you have:seen her with 
indifference; she appears to.possess enough 
io insure you a competence, and a suffi- 
ciency for herself in the event of your fall- 
ing during the present contest: whether 
she will ever recover, the duke's landed 
property, appear^ rather problematical, as 
he can hardly be ranked among the patrio's: 
but she says she has money in England, and 
without your assistance she may he unable 
to make good her claim to it. Donaghue, 
to whom she has written, is not much 
respected among the gentlemen of the 
factory. If hei; grandfather is or was a 
man of character and substance, he must 
have left executors; but these, in conjunc- 
pon with the Irishman, may defraud the 
poor orphan ; therefore I think you will 
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be doing a real act of charity, by giving 
ber a legal right to your name." 

Charles agreed that he felt more than a 
brotherly regard for their lovely protegee, 
yet he could not bear.the idea of appearing 
to avail himself of their peculiar situation, 
-since he feared she was much richer than 
-was supposed ; and her grandfather might, 
should he be living, have very different 
views for her; and what had he to offer in 
return but « mere competency, as he merely 
possessed hiscommission^-^he favour of his 
general— Hhe protection of bis colonel — 
and was an absolute dependant upon his 
father’s vrill, respecting the ;allowance he 
now made him ? thepefore to what but in- 
terested motives coirld s^ ascribe his offers, 
else he would willingly " take her to his 
heart for ever and, he would add. 

The dear companion of hb future days; 

Wliatever Providence allots for each| 

He tlKit the coDunou |>ortion of us both:’’ 

nay, he would readily share all her griefs . 
and lighten all her troubles. 
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But if ^ood Heaven had any joy in stor«, 

Let tliat be all her own.” 

f‘ Slie could desire no more,” said the 
colonel, and I am suK,e'%«cZe Franklin 
would say you do not deserve tp be for- 
tunate, you make so little use of the 
goddess's favours.” 

ST? , j 

^‘Victoria’s being a foreigner would pre=- 
judicc him against he'r, and it may have 
the same tfl'cct upon my father and mother; 
besides, my dear sir, ought I to marrv, 
situated as I am, since a moment may suf- 
fice to render her a widow as well as an 
orphan ? and she may only have incurred 
her grandfather’s displeasure, and the dis- 
like of my family, without ha\ing insured 
to herself a protector.” 

“ Then you take it for granted you 9re 
to fall during the next battle, and both the 
general and I are also to swell the list of 
the slain .? so pi*ay wind up the tragedy, by 
supposing the French conquerors.” 

y Now you are laughing at me, colonel; 
but I will rcficct upon your advice ; I wish 

VOL. II. K 
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hei^j'at all events, to hear from Lisbon be- 
(or? I open my .mind to her, as her grand- 
fattier may have written to this Donaghue; 
arid I .should pltwg her in a very, awkwafd 
iJi^etlicaraent, if I pVevented her from 
■agreeing to the old gentleman’s plans. If 
she rea|^ loves me, we may meet again 
in England;*’ 

"Just now, you- were not inclined to 
look into futurity-; however, it maybe as 
prudent to wait till she hears from Lisbon; 
but 1 shall feel very much disposed to quar- 
rel with you, if.you sufier any silly notions 
<5rde!icacv and disinterestedness to induce 
yoti to render this fair Iberian miserable.” 

Cii.arlcs promised to take His advice info 
serious consideration, and thus they separat- 
ed/ to attend to their respective military 
duties; the colonel feeling more than ever 
];rcposscsscd in favour of our hero, for not 
appearing anxious to secure the hoards of 
the diike of .-'.ranza. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Our hero's uncle was still undecided how 
to dispose of his property, when he learnt 
from the papers that his onderfavourite 
nephew had rescued the daughter of a 
Spanish grandee, and had^led to the seizure 
of a party of the enemy : the advantages 
thus obtained were, as usual, greatly magni- 
fied to a victory of importance in some 
j'/apers, and diminished to a mere trifling 
skirmish in some others. Donna Victoria's 
family and fortune were equally the boast 
of one writer, and treated with contempt 
by the' other side; by some she was re- 
ported to have made her escape with jew, els 
enough to have redecorated tlic Scincta 
Casa in all its former splendor; while 
the opposition •papers declared, she had 
merely secured a few old fatnily jiortraits, 
and some chests of old plate, much more 
bulky than valuable; as these editors had 
E 9 
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learnt, from the best auriioriiy, that the lafi 
duke had expended immense sums in brib- 
ing the French to forbearance. Mr. Frank- 
lin .v\%is no friend to government, as he con- 
timially grumbled ai the income tax.; there- 
fore he placed most faith in the opposition 
papers; >8t)d as the general’s dispatches cer- 
tainly tallied with (heir representation of 
the affair, Franklin was merely admired. for 
his gallantry, without exciting the envy of 
those vvho thought -it not improbable he 
might marry the fair Spaniard. 

Lady Franklin ever alive to the interest 
of her children, sent oiir hero’s own very 
short account of the circumstance to her 
brother in-law, through the medium of her 
son John, with whose improvident ex- 
penditure she vxia's wholly unacquainted ; 
and as he was as often refused admittance 
as received bv his uncle, he eagerly availed 
himself of the ojiportunity to pay him a 
visit; and having abridged the usual com- 
pliments, he presented him with his mo- 
ther’s letter and the inclosure from Charles.* 

The old man received them in silence. 
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but immediately read our hero’s. " Ah, I 
thought the ministerial papers had' made 
moiHitains of inole-hiils,” he cficd. " The 
girl seems to have been an artful hiisscy ; 
tutored by her father, I suppose, to throw, 
herself into the hands 6f the British; that 
they might keep in with both parties;, plate, 
forsooth 1 — the chests may contain' stones, 
for .uight the boy knows; but he does not 
dwell upon the circumstance — yes, yes, it 
is likely the Frencb would have left much 
for such an urchin as him to carry off; how- 
ever, his Qui.sotism has gainetl him the api- 
pbuse of -his leaders — sodf /umecan pro- 
vide for his necessities, he is not likely to 
come to want. In his place, I should have 
preferred more substantial foo^l ; but if he 
is satisfied, 1 am.” He thdn read ladv Franks 
Iln"s letter, in which she touched very 
slightly upon what our hero had written; 
ii>ere]y observing, as he had done, that 
his Quixotism might prove ofevciUual adr- 
vantage to him, since it was likely to lead 
him .to promotion.” Your mother is no 
rejoined the old maa. She is not 
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'elated by Charles’s great success; l only 
■wish he may not pay. for his rashness ere 
long; however, as his sword must now 
carve his fortune, I do not blame him for 
d^filaying hi.s bravery.” 

*' He has left hitnse'lf no other resource,, 
sir/’ obeyed the sapient, John; ".had I 
been distiihghished early in life by. your 
favour—’* 

" Why, like him, you might have played 
the fool. I dare Say you are not more im- 
maculate than he was ;yand I can tell you 
another thing, you have not halfhis spirit — 
he takes after me; and I should not be sur- 
prised were I to see him a general before I 
die.” 

John was at a loss what to say, but not 
chusing to join in^ his brother’s praises,' nor 
yet to venture to speak against him, pru- 
dently changed the subject. “ My father 
is going to Bath, my mother writes; be 
has been very unwell of late.” 

" lie lives too freely, and he may be 
conscience-stricken, as, like you, John, he 
was a very unkind brother.” 
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John vainly endeavoured to remove (his 
no’ti<ni, by declaring-, •' that no'^onc gloried 
more than he did ip his brother’s success;, 
all'he meant to insinuate was — ” 

“ That he is undeserving of my money,” 
interniptcd iiis imcJc, “ and that. you are- 
very ianxioivs to secni'c it, Johh| ,but, like 
your father, you are no politbian — so thank 
you for your information; but T have no 
time to listen to you any longer, as I ex- 
pect a person upon business.” 

Joint made his bow, more vexed than he 
had ever yet been with this capricious miser, 
“ who was never in the same mind,”he wrote 
iiis mother, “ for two days together, and 
more difficult than ever to please;” conclud- 
ing, as he did most of his ejtistlcs, by com- 
plaints of the dearness o'l living, and the dif- 
ti'culty he experienced to appear iike a gen- 
tleman upon the income arising from his 
place. Now ’as sir (ieorge had given him 
two hundred pounds when he left home, and 
his salary was very regularly paid, she paid 
no attention to these hints, merely re- 
j;,i'etting he did not possess more of Charles’s 
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prudence and’spirit, which she j»ave hirti 
to understand in her answer. 

Mr. Franklin really expected a person 
upon business when he distnissed him, as 
lady Susan Delany, who was not yet -mar- 
ried, though she had been for some time 
her own mistress, had applied to him, 
through the'ineans of her brother, to ad- 
vance her twelve thousand pounds, upon 
the estate she had taken possession of when 
she became of age; having (but this Mr. 
Franklin did not know) already bestowed 
all her ready money upon the earl ; and k 
was to minister to his wants that she re- 
(juired this further supply, as he could not 
raise another shilling upon his own credit, 
he was in so' bad a state of., health. The 
wary counsellor had required three days to 
retlcct upon the proposal, though he was 
eager to snap at the security; but he made 
it d rule to keep people in suspense. 

The estate in question was delightfully 
situated in Hertfordshire, within two inilw 
ofWatford, and about twelve from London.; 
the rent-roll was a net three thousand’ 
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3-year, in which the house, an elegant mo- 
cleVn building, and, tl>e park, were not in- 
cluded; he would therefore willingly have 
advanced double the snno, since he fore- 
saw it would inevitably be sold at the death 
of the earl, as lady Susan would not be 
able to reside there, and pay hi-m the in- 
terest of his money ; IjesideSj he had only 
to c ill it in at a short notice, to make his 
own terms with her. The family estates 
were all dipped to nearly their value, and 
the earl’s personals would amount to a 
mere triile. He was therefore already, in 
imagination, in possession of this beautiful 
villa, which he hoped to dispose of to 
great advantage; since, though he grew, 
every succeeding day, more alitl more un- 
decided respecting the final disposal of bis 
properly, he became every succeeding 
hour more anxious to increase bis hoards; 
and certainly he took every advantage, when 
applied to for a loan, that tlie law authoriz- 
ed, nay, sometimes he barely steered clear 
•of Ac statute against usury. 

£ 3 
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CHAP. VII. 

When Mr. Dohaghue received donna Vic- 
toria’s letter, he had already heard that the 
Castle of^'Aranza was levelled with the 
ground, that the. duke had died in prison, 
and that hi^ estates were become the pro- 
perty of a French general ; and as donna 
Victoriadidnotmenfion havingsavedeven a 
change of clothes, and as he, like Mr. Frank- 
lin, (being unacquainted with the strong 
room, and secret passages of the mansion,) 
made no doubt of the French having gutted 
the building, before it fell into the hands 
of (he British he did not wish to encour- 
age .the young lady to come to Lisbon ; 
though he knew that he had remitted 
money enough to England, to support her 
in atlkicnce, and though be also knew 
her grandfather would thankfully rep^y 
him every advance he might make for her 
use. But be it known to our readers, tTiat 
this worthy man having very lately received 
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some money for the duke> from a Portu- 
guese, noble now in the Bpzlls, which his 
grace had desired him to transmit to Eng- 
land, he having delayed to execute his 
orders under various pretences, and having 
also withheld his last letters to his father- 
in-law, now chose to appropriate this (in 
compdri’son, trifling sum, as it did not ex- 
ceed six thousand pminds,) to.his own use 
,and benefit ; and if donna Victoria remain- 
ed with- the British forces, a thousand in- 
cidents might occur to prevent her ever 
reaching England; at all events, he deter- 
mined not to facilitate her so doing; he 
therefore suppressed her letter to her grand- 
father, and replied as brit lly as ; possible 
to the one she addressed to lii>, express- 
ing, his regret for her* misfortiiues, and 
lamenting that he could not receive her as 
she seemed to wi.sh, nor secure iicr apart- 
ments in a convent, as he was upon the 
point of sailing to the Brazils, to accelerate 
by his presence what h.e hoped would 
•prove a rordmalc speculaiion ; and thus 
concluded — " I have sent the letter you 
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inclosed to me to England, -ind have added 
a few lines from myself ; jut as I have hot 
heard from that quarter for some months, 
I begin to fear 1 never may again: wishing 
you health and happiness, and- that yoiir 
present troubles may soon blow over, 

I itmain, madam, &c. 

Patbick Donaghue.” 

This very satisfactory epistle came, as 
had been desired, inclosed to colonel 
Davers, who gave it our hero to present to 
donna Victoria; desiring him “’to make 
the most of so excellent ah opportunity to 
declare his regard for their protegee." 

“ But may not this letter open very dif- 
ferent views to her, colonel ? Mr. Donag- 
hiie has answered hers so immediately, I 
think he is coming* in search of her; and 
as he is, or has been, the duke’s and grand- 
father’s agent, he may have been in ex- 
pectation of her.” 

" Don’t waste your time nor your breath 
in useless conjectures, but hasten to donna 
Victoria, as she must be anxious to hear 
from Lisbon.” 
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Charles did as he desired, and certainly 
fancied he was a very welcome guest; he- 
presented the letter and the blank “cover 
in which it came inclosed, “hoping that 
he was the bearer of pleasing intelligence.” 

“ I often feel inclined to fancy you are 
my good genius, so I place great faith in 
your prognostics ; if this letter brings me 
news of my grjW'rlfather, it will make me 
very happy; as to what Mr. Donaghue 
may say from himself, that I shall consider 
as mere words of course, and not as I did 

J ■ * 

your professions, when we separated in the 
pavilion at Aranza.” 

“ You flatter me by recollecting any 
circumstance relative to our first mecling; 
but pray read yblKt, letter ; colonel Davers 
is almost as anxious as myself to learn what 
influence it may have respecting your fii- 
fUre plans.*' 

She br6kc*the seal, and read the con- 
tents to herself ; her countenance soon 
convinced our hefo that they were not 
very gratifying; and when she had con- 
cluded, she exclaimed — Then indeed I am 
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an orphan ! if my grandfather is no morci 
to whom can I look up for protection, to 
whom — 

, s. 

“ Xo every officer in our arm ; your 
general stands foremost in jtbe list — colonel 
'Daversyou know is your sworn friend — and 
I wish I dared suffer you to read what is 
passing in my/;heart; but this is strangely 
wandering from our subject. You do not. 
seem to be at any certainty respecting Mr* 
Levingstone’s denilse.” 

“ I merely judge, from eircumstances ; 
but pray read Mr. Donaghue’s letter; had 
ray grandfather been living, he would not 
have addressed me in such terms ; .he has. 
given me a convincing proof that he docs 
not thjnk me worthy his protection.” 

Charles hastily perused the offered epistle, 
and then said, “Mr. Donaghiie may be a man ^ 
of business, but I am sure be is not a man of^ 
feeling ; as to the condu-sionE he draws re- 
specliug Mr. Levingstone, to whom I sup- 
pose he alludes in his postscript, they may- 
be very erroneous ; I only wish I knew how 
best to advise you. Colonel Davers has 
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many friends in England, and I am sure my 
molher would do all in her power to serve 
you ; the difficulty is how you arc to pro- 
ceed thither.” 

“ How indeed can such a wretched un- 
protected female hope to reach even Lisbon 
in sriTcty ? not, believe me, that I am-anxious 
respecting my removal ; why-^hould I be 
averse to sharing the danger of the few friends . 
who profess to interest themselvesin my fate ? 
might I not, should any of them sutfer in this 
glorious struggle, prove of some s.ervicc ?” 

Charles fully understood her meaning, 
and, almost unawares to himself, spoke 
peace to her bursting heart. She gave 
way fo a violent flood of tears, and had 
she spoke, would hav'e dcclared^icrseH’roin- 
plctely happy. Charles'bricfly expatiated 
upon the ditrercncc qf their rank, and the 
inequality of their fortune, ckclaring that 
these circumstances alone had kept him 
silent, since he could not bear the idea of 
reducing her below her rank in life; nor 
^id his spirit allow him to brook the idea 
of owing every thing to her, upon whom. 
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had they been at his disposal, he would 
have lavished worlds. 

Did you not protect me at the im- 
minent risk of your life,? but for you, Mr. 
Krankliu, what must ultimately have been 
my fate ? surely it .was Heaven which led 
you to 4he Castle d’Aranza, to become 
ray saviour ;«:where would have been my 
reputed property but for you ? had you 
seized the whole, and merely sent me safe 
to England, I should still have considered 
myself your debtor.” 

Charles taught her in his arms, and cer- 
tainly obeyed colonel Davers’s orders, by 
pleading the cause of love most eloquently ; 
still declaring that words were very inade- 
quate to express his feelings towards her; 
and linally entreating that she would, in 
consideration of their situation, wave mere 
forms, and v.!Iow liim to assume the right, 
as he now felt the wish, to protect her. 

“ Believe me, my friend, I shall start na 
objection to any proposal of yours which 
comes sanctioned by the approbation ot 
colonel Davers ; but before 1 take advann 
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fage oT them, I must enter into a feAV more 
defjfils respecting my grandfather; in the 
very brief detail I formerly gave you con- 
cerning iny family annals, as my father 
was still livings I di^ not feel authorized to 
disclose what he considered as a dreadful 
biot in our 'scutcheon^ particularly, in 
mine; nay, I know he hasall altjng supposed 
it prevented my being sought in marriage 
by a man of equal rank. If so, how much 
am 1 indebted to Heaven.!*' 

Charles felt gratified by the implication, 
and pressed her to his heart; while she 
proceeded — The year before iny mother 
died — -/indeed I fear it shortened her days, 
Mr. Levingstone was declared, upon the 
report of his confessor, to be a* concealed 
Jew ; fortunately he vvas so beloved, that 
he made his escape, with the best part 
of his effects, to England, where he had 
many friends; «incc, had lie fallen into the 
hands of the Inquisition, he would have 
perished in the flames, as lie too surely was 
and is a Jew, and had merely added 
to his original name of Levi, to deceive 
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the Spanish' government, as he settled at 
Cadfz upon the demise of his uncle, who 
was a'lso doubtless of same pemiasion, 
but who, like my grandfather, professed to 
ben Catholic, that he might continue iin- 
molesled ; and had Mr. Levi been less suc- 
cessful, Idare'Say he would not have fallen 
under the cognizance of tlie holy tribunal ; 
be that as it may, my father was deeply 
mortified when the discovery took place ; 
and my mother, who was dotingly fond of 
Mr. Levi, never recovered the shock. I'ear- 
fnl of being implicated in the suspicions 
now afloat, the duke ceased to correspond 
with my c>;ccllent grandfather, and has 
incioly since heard of him through the 
medi; m of ford Melvin and Mr. Donaghuc ; 
bu,i '.'icn he began to foresee the present 
st ! ; b . lie transmitted great part of , his 
p 'Dj .. ; , ; ! Mr, Levi, who was very urgent 
wi>', at!,, o s.;nd me over; alledging that 
Jc'.vs we re not held in such abhorrence in 
JZ’igland as tliey are iii Spaind'since he 
was and ever had been llie friend of many 
noble.; but my father could not resoJvo-.- 
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to part with me, and T need not fell you 
what mi^ht have proved the result of his- 
fears f^r my salvapon : you. are now as 
fully aufuit of my private history as I ever 
was myself, and may, like my fatlier, have 
an i.’isupcrable avcr.sioa to ti Jere.” 

“ I hope I am more liberal, .my sweet 
/riencl ; ir.dced I have- ever respected good 
men of every persuasion, and there are 
many Jew merchants in London who rank 
with and associate even with royalty; there- 
fore your affinity to Mr, Levi would not 
have prevented your marrying into a noble 
family, had your father placed you under 
his protection ; therefore let ns hope he is 
still living, and perhaps, when he considers, 
your situation, he may excuse your having 
formed so very imprudent a connexion, 

I mean with respect to fortune, as mv 
mother’s family is of the first rcsprctal/ditv ; 
my father is, as*I have told yon, a baronet, 
but I cannot boast of his pedigree, as it is 
soon lost in that of a miller; you set 
me an example of candour — so now tell 
me where Mr. Levi does or did reside r’° 
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“ In Firisbiiry-sqnare, when in London -; 
bt)( he has a counting-house in some alley, 
and he has, or had' a villa within an easy 
distance of the metropolis. Where he pro- 
posed that I should fake tip my abode.” 

" Then in my opinion, he ranks among 
our first merchants; ’indeed the style you 
say he lived in at Cadiz places that be- 
yond a doubt; be then wished to conform 
in appearance to the religion of the coun- 
try ; so have many more very respcciabie 
men; indeed neither- he »or them have 
had an alternative, when chance has placed 
them in some Catholic countries, and I 
can see no sin in such a deception, since 
he continued firm, in his own persua- 
sion.” 

jMy fathcrciid rrotpossessyourliberality, 

I 

mv n icirJ ; he would huve taught me to bate 
a JiW—hui I fell I loved my graurffather 
iuciced my mother rather .leaned towards 
his persuasion, and I adored he‘r ; as for my- 
self, I was of course brought up a CathoHr^ 
yet I have heard my mother say, in her nW 
live language— 
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No power is safe, nor no religion good, 

Whose priiiciplei of growth are \yrit in blood.’ 

alluding to our auto de fts;, tliercfore I, 
am no bigot to that creed.” 

“ Henceforth, I wish yoii solely to make 
conscience your guide in matters of reK- 
gion ; but now, with your leave, I will im- 
part my happy prospects to colonel Da vers, 
as he must assist rric with his advice how to 
bring them to bear,” 

Donna Victoria was perfectly agreeable, 
though she wished their marriage should 
for the present remain a secret, as her fa- 
ther’s recent death might lead some people 
to blaine her precipitancy. Charles as- 
sured her he would be wholly guided by 
her wishes, as he approvjird of the motive 
which induced her to make the request ; 
and at last reluctantly departed to seek his 
friend the colonel, who entered at once 
. into all his views ; declared Donaghuc to 
be a time-serving scoundrel, though he 
hyaped he had not deceived the duke re- 
specting his remittances; and as no pre- 
parations were required, nor could any 
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the extent of his property ; hut three days 
after the wedding, his bride presented' him 
with various bank receipts, saying — “ I do 
not exactly understand the nature of your 
funds, but you may be more att fait of 
these said consols, as they are styled.” 

Charles. stared, when he thus discovered 
that a hundred and twenty thousand pounds 
stood in her name in the bank, as she was 
more than of age, though she was not ge- 
nerally supposed to be more than nine- 
teen, the duke’ not having declared his 
marriage with her mother till she was five 
years old, and he had for some frivolous 
state policy chosen to sink two years of 
her age ; this she now explained to our 
hero, adding, i^Iad I not been conscious 
that I was perfectly my own mistress, and 
at liberty to dispose of all I' have inherited, 
I should not so easily have consented to 
your wishes.” 

“ You have been only too generous, my 
Victoria, since I should hardly have dar^d 
to urge those wishes; had I known you had 
such a sum in our funds.” 
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“ I feared so, therefore I kept you in 
Ignorance. 

\VeIl, I can only say, the whole shall 
be immediately secured to you, in the 
event of your surviving me; though I 
mean to petition Death to spare me, as 
’ong as he can render my life benefleial tc 
the cause of my country, since existence 
was never before of such value in my esti- 
mation ; still the surly old tyrant may play 
me a scurvy trick, therefore it is best to be 
prepared.” 

" Oh how I long fora peace,” exclaimed 
the fearful Victoria, “ without daring to 
look forward with hope to so desirable a 
conclusion of the present contest !” 

“ I foresee a very speedy, aijd a very 
glorious one, therefore- let us look for- 
ward, with more than hope, to many plea- 
sant days in England.” 

" J wish I dated place faith in your [iro- 
phecy ; but pow let us examine this casket 
ofjewels.” 

•'Chatles was absolutely dazr-lcd by the 
sight of so large a collection, though br 

VOL. ir. 
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no means aware of fheir inrrinsic value; 
isince, besides Ihe jewels of the Aranza fa- 
mily» wh'ch were the accumulation 6i near 
three centuries, donna Victoria pointed 
.put' many more modern decorations, say- 
i'ng — " I have told you my grandfather 
was a diamond-merchant; these are the 
presents he made my mother when she 
married, and these are what bestowed 
upon ihe, at diiFerent periods, before he 
left, Spain; yet my father -often repeated, 
.he is a Jew.” 

“ The very one, by your account, who 
"sat for Cumberland’s masterly portraitof the 
benevolent Israelite— r'7ie was the Jew of 
Cadiz; l)ut as I said before, I am no judge 
■of the rejil value of these jewels ; I only 
know, that should you, as your rank will 
require, be presented at St. James’s, you 
will eclipse most of our belles of fashion.” 

“ The greatest part I shall request you 
would dispose of; my grandfather’s gifts 
I shall retain, and a few of those most ‘ va- 
lued by my father ; but here are ,be^«, 
rings of all shapes and sizes, cameos, in- 
taglioes, onyxes, See. and in ono of those 
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lesser trunks is deposited the costly gold 
ph’*Pj jewels, &c. belonging to our chapel; 
the other small boxes contain gold coin 
of my/ather's collecting ; and, as matters 
h^j^ turned out, I rejoice he was averse to 
serV|i^g them to England, or to part with 
th^nfromJlJidep his own eye; the best fa- 
mily is*in the other truhM; my 
father disposed of thfete times more than 
I have brought away, iri exchange for the 
gold I mentioned, wHich goes into a mucb 
less compass ; here are the keys of aE the 
receptades I the lodes were sealed down by 
my poor father, when he packed the boxes, 
which he had previously conveyed into the 
strongroom; yoa assisted to pack the re* 
mainder of the plate, and to‘removethe 
pictures, and I now request you would' 
•take charge of the whole.” 

** For your sake, much more than my 
x>wn, my deaf girl, I wish your property 
was safe in England ; had I guessed you 
.were but half as rich, I never dared have 
preferred my suit ; so I must agree it is al 
for the best.” 



100 


THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 


“I only wish, like Portia, (my father 
matle me read that play very often, after 
my grandfather was known to be a Jew) 
that I were — 

* A tliousand times more fair, ten thousand timen 
IMuro lich; that, to stand high in your accouu|||| 

I might in virtues, beaniies livings, Hlfuds, ^ 

Ji\ceed account 

'when, in fact, to express myself in tbe sense 
of that excellent writer, !■ am a mere un- 
taught girl, not, I hope, too old or too dull 
■to learn, but most happy in being placed 
under your guidance.” 

‘‘ May you never have reason to repent 
your confidence in me, my -dear Jovp ! I 
hope we shall henceforth have only one 
will, therefore had not we better suffer these 
jewels, this money, and plate, to remain 
sealed .down ? — I have money by me to 
answer our immediate expences.” 

“ So have I, my dear. Charlgs ; in this 
drqssing-case I have sufficient to provide 
for all our present wants; we do not wish 
to increase our baggage, by making addi- 
tions to our wardrobes.” 
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“ Certainly not, and qt present no one- 
is aware, nor do I wish they should, of the' 
real value of your property; from the 
,!^n^/ctSaivd colonel Davers I shall keep no- 
secrets; they will, I know, advise its being 
removed, as;Soon as possible, to Lisbon, as 
a place^f more safety; and should they 
grant me leave, of absence for that pur- 
])ose, perhaps you would have no objec- 
tion to accompanying me thither, as there - 
you would be perfectly safe, and might, 
should it be deemed prudent, embark fo'r 
England with your treasures.” 

“ We shall, never part again, with my 
own consent; still I agree that you are so 
much the better judge of the fit and the- 
unfit of my situation, that I promise to be 
guided by your wishes; I only desird yon 
would recollect that I am as able and will- 
ing to follow the army as any of thesoldier’s^ 
wives; they, asSosrai has told me, glory i»- 
sharing the toils and dangers of their- hus- 
bands, and yet they do not love like me.” 

“ Nor could I consent to your giving- 
me even such kind proofs of your regard.'' 
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Before •donna Victoria could reply, Bea- 
trice entered the apartment, breathless 'svith 
alarm. Charles eagerly inquired “ what 
bad occasioned her fright ?” 

“ Oh sir ! who should I stumbhe upon 
as I was coming out of a shop in the next 
street, but two vile servants of my poor 
dear master, who- joined the French, ras- 
cals as they were, the moment they took, 
possession of the Castle ; nay, they opehty 
boasted, in my heaving, of having long been 
in their pay.” 

Do ) ou mean Caspar and Diego ?” 
asked donna Victoria; “ these were our 
majoi-domo, and a footman, his relation, 
whom my father had long suspected of be- 
ing, as they boasted, French spies ; but why 
sboiWd (ho sight of them occasion you so 
serious an alarm, Beatrice ? and how came 
they here, if they have joined the French?” 

“ Oh, they fell a different story now^ 
for they would intrude their discourse upon- 
me; but I place no faith in their recanta- 
tion, since I could almost swear they way-, 
laid and murdered poor Velasquez, when 
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liis gra^e sent him to Lisbon-r—he was found 
dead, "“yc^rmust remember; and if these fel- 
iows wOTe in the pay of the French, they 
must^a?^ their wages ; but now, forsooth,, 
they wanted to make me believe thdt they 
were with my master in his last moments,. 

' and that they swore to deliver his last mes- 
sage to you, which has induced them to 
enter at great pereonal risk, to ful- 

fil their promise ; they wanted to accom- 
pany me home, but I told them I dared not 
introduce them without your leave; how- 
ever, they swore so repeatedly that it would 
be greatly to your interest to hear what 
they have to say, that, anxious to get rid 
of them for the present, and not knowing 
bow you might feel inclined, I promised 
to meet them to-morrow evening nea? the 
same spot, but at a late hour, as they are- 
afraid of being seen by daylight ; but 
having caught sight of me as I passed their 
window, they ran after me at every risk, 
they are so anxious to deliver the duke’s 
message to you; so now your ladyshijv. 
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muU decide whether you chuse to see 
tlvem.” 

“ We must take time for considViration, 
my worthy friend/’, rejoined o^*^ 5jero; 
“ you have acted with your accustomed 
prudence, and you shall know our inten- 
tions as soon as we have came to any final 
determination.” 

Gratified by his praises, the okl lady' re- 
tired to communicate her frights and fears 
to Susan, and to amaze her with another 
detail of the late duke’s grand style of 
living; and while she was thus holding 
forth, the new-married couple were de- 
bating whether donna Victoria ought to 
receive these men, 

“ If they really were the bearers of her 
father’s last words, she* should never for- 
give herself were she not to admit them," 
she told our hero ; “ they might have 
been forced, as many more had been, to 
join the French ; and pr6bably they were 
thus conscicniioiis, in hopes of being amply 
rewarded, though, like the generality cf 
the household, they supposed every thing 
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of value had been long since sent to Eng- 
land?’ 

“ Y'lfa must be wholly guided by yoitr 
fecl»s'g!?,-smy dear girl ; I would only have 
you consider that it is very probable these 
felUj^s maj^ be, spies; in the pay of the 
cneiny — still they may have been with the 
duke in h% last moments; and asidonot con- 
ceive you can run any risk in merely Ksteu- 
ing to what they have to say> I see no reason 
why you should refpse to see them; Bea- 
trice may be present, and I-will be within 
call.” . , 

“ I had 'much rather you should also be 
present, Charles, for I have a very bad 
O'pinion o^hese men, and yet I am anxious 
to see ^iK^i— they can not! refuse to speak 
befora yon, as I shall say you are mydiest 
friena, and that I will be answerable for 
your silence.” 

While* she was, speaking, our hero had 
been looking round the room, and he now 
told her, that he thought he might be pre- 
sent without their being aware of the cir- 
F 3 
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cumstance,. as just behind the do^r there 
stood a large old-fashioned couch >*r''set tee, 
upon which, if it was turned founcktowards^ 
the wall, he could lie pet'due, back, 

was very high, and would perfectly con- 
C/cal hifn. 

Donna Victoria was d'eliglited with his 
plan, and Beatrice was no le^ pleased. 
Colonel Davers w^, as usual in all cases of 
’emergency, admitted into their councils, 
and he saw no impropriety in hearing what 
the men had to say, *’ The lower classes 
were very apt still to connect the idea of 
liberty and equality with the Gallic name, 
and to fancy the present ruler was a demo- 
crat ; therefore these deluded beings might 
be really attached to their ia»<q; master, 
though in the French iiitefest; at al^ events, 
he should be within call during their stay, 
though there did not seem any probability 
of their intentions being hostilje.”' 
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CHAP. IX. 

No event havins occurred to induce our 
hero and donn^.yicfoMai.to make any al- 
terations in (l*mr 'plans; donna Beatrice 
wasdispatched'rather before dark in search 
of Gaspar art^ Diego; if they were not in 
waiting, she was to return, as Charles could 
then make a proper search for them, and 
oblige them to reveal alt they had to im-* 
part, as the price of their release. 

But they were jjunctual to their appoint- 
nuMit, and as it was^ stilMight enough to 
di.‘itinguish objects, our hero, who was 
upon the look-out, saw them approaching, 
habited J/^e peasants, in Montero caps, and 
wrappw in the coarsest sort of cloaks, Uare- 
legg^, and shod with hempen sandals: 
ha vmg prepared liFs wife to expect them, 
he retreated tb his couch, and in another 
minute they entered the room, preceded by. 
Beatrice, who said, as site advanced to- 
wards her mistress, who was seated at the 
uppers end. of: the room, nearly opposite' 
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the couch, " It is hardly light eno^lb my 
lady, for you to recognise two^F ^ur 
old servants, Caspar and Diego, wh#) have 
assured me that tt^y.haVe some^rij^f 
importance to communic^^^to ^ou,” draw- 
ing back a few paces as she*Concluded, to 
make way for Caspar to advance, which 
he did, bowing repeatedly, saying, “ Yes, 
my lady, we have matters of importance to 
communicate.” While he was speaking,. 
Diego carefully closed the door, and then; 
also drew near, Beatrice remaining stand- 
ing between him and Caspar, who being 
now wiihin a few feet of donna Victoria, 
continued in a lower voice, " You may 
have heard, madam, that your lather is no 
more, and that he has been d'^’ared a 
traitor to the cause he affected to esppuse.'' 

" I merely wish to hear his last word\ and' 
not your remarks.” 

. “ Oh, I will be brief.”* 

“ Yes, yes,” cried Diego, " and you shall, 
soon follow Velasquez, madam Beatrice,” 
lai ingh’sarm while speaking. 

'' Villains ! rascals !” cried our hero, leap- 
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hig frqm his couch, having previously drawrt 
his swo;d ; but he was too late to avert the 
bJowdcitinedfor Beafriccj instantly rushing' 
upon Caspar, who svas not equally prepared 
to execute his vile purpose, though he had 
the dagger in his hand; but one well-aimed 
rttroke of Charles’s well tempered blade al- 
most severed it from the wrist; the deadly 
weapon fell upon the floor; and Caspar upon 
his knees, while donna Victoria and flic 
wounded Beatrice both screamed murder; 
the latter fell weltering in her blood, at 
the moment . colonel’ Davers, alarmed by 
the screams* came- to the assistance of our 
hero, followed by Susan May. who stood 
aghast, wl^le the colonel and Charles dis- 
armed yme murderer. “ Summon the 
guardf’ cried the colonel, addressing Sfisan, 
‘^ biyrmake no bustle; and do you, Charles, 
remove donna Victoria into another room; 
leave these wrefcches with me.” Con- 
vinced that the assassins were bofli disarm- 
ed, and the one completely disabled, Charles 
acceded -to his wishes, as his wife appeared 
more dead than alive; but having swallow- 
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ed a. glass of wine, and heard Charles re- 
turn his thanks to Heaven for hfer afinost 
miraculous escape, she was able to. follow 
his example, and our hero now made use 
ofevery argument likely to calm her agi- 
tated spirits; while the coldnel stood sen- 
tinel over the villains till the guard arrived, 
to whom he consigned them, with a verv 
strict charge; and having then, with Susan, 
examined the unfortunate Beatrice, he pro- 
nounced her no more, the dagger having 
pierced her heart, and gave orders for her 
removal in to another room, desiring Susan to 
secure thedaggers, and then follow him to her 
lady, who he found rather recovered from 
the fright, weeping in her hiisb^d's arms. 

The colonel was furious ag^nst the 
wret'ches who had occasioned her agnation, 
swearing “ (hey should be hanged aspics 
before that hour next day,” desiring Clwles 
to tell him all that had passed after their 
entrance. 

This onr hero did in a very few words, 
declaring “ that the fellows must ha-ve 
been insane, to have hoped to have escaped 
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undetected, and he was at a Iqss to guess- 
what motive they could have for wishing to= 
murder his wife f Beatrice had, he feared,- 
imprudently accused the,m of having assas- 
sinated a fellow-servant, heretofore ; but 
what could his Victoria have done, to- pro- 
voke their sanguinary revenue?’' 

" I escaped from their clutches unhurt,'^ 
she faltered out ; “ had you been at all 
less rapid in your movements, or had you 
displayed less presence of mind, my dear 
Charles, I must inevitably have shared the 
fate of poor Beatrice, as I saw Caspar, as 
he stood be^re me, cautiously draw his 
dagger from beneath his cloak, and mv lips 
opened to, Scream, when your exclamation 
and silken appearance stopped his hand, 
and gpve me strength to exert my voice to 
sumpion the kind colonel to your aid.” 

Charles djd not need my assistance in 
your defence, my young friend ; he was, 
and proved himself, an host ; but as I am 
very anxious to hear what these rascals 
have to say, not in their own defence, for 
they cannot attempt to palliate their crime. 
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but we may learn what induced them to 
devote themselves to destruction, (I think 
the persuasions and promises of some 
greater villains than themselves,) therefore 
will you gi\’e Charles leave of absence for 
a short time, as he must state facts to the 
general ? your having asked your former 
protector to be present, when you received 
the villains, will not^appear strange to oirr 
officers; leave us to manage; matters; Susan 
shall remain with you.” 

“l undersfand poor Beatrice is no more. 

I only hope I shall become a real heroiire 
in time, and fit for a soldiej’s wife ; so do 
not let me detain you, my dear Charles — 

I am as anxious as you can be;' Col6nel, to 
learn why these wretches wisheu to mur- 
der<me.’' 

The colonel and our hero, the^<;fore, 
proceeded to the general’s, having taken, 
every likely precautiotf to insure donna 
Victoria’s safety during their absence, 
though they neither of them thought her 
in any serious- danger, now Caspar and 
Diego were secure. . 
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The general was extremely shocked when 
he learnt the serious risk she had ran; he 
agreed that her wish to see the men was 
very naliirak and he also applauded Charles’s 
chusing to be present ; he wished, when- 
ever a doubtful case occurred, to display his 
lenity towards the native Spaniards ; but 
these men were doubtless in the pay of the 
French ; he should therefore try them as. 
sj)ies, since their murder of Beatrice must 
render them the detestation of all the good 
Spanish subjects. 

We shall not detail the trial of these 
worthless beings ; sufiice it to say, that it 
was conducted in strict compliance with 
military law/ and that they were condemn- 
ed, as spi.i;« and murderers, to suH'cr death. 
Aware that they must sufTcr the pcualty'of 
their guilt, they acknowledged that they 

entered purposely to murder donna 

Victoria and her attendant, and only re- 
gretted that they had not proceeded wiilc 
more caution, since, had they suspected 
there had been a man concealed, they 
sKquIcI have told a preconcerted tale, and 
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have waited for a more fevourable oppoir* 
tuhify. DicgOj who^had killed Beatrice,, 
was much the most daring, as he openly 
declared his hopes that the French would 
revenge their cause, since they were ad- 
vancing to liberate Spain from the pre- 
tended friendship of those heretics the Knr 
glish. 

Charles, who had been requested by 
donna Victoria to put a few questions lo^ 
tlicm before their judges, now inquired. 
“ what had induced them to attempt her 
life? tbey’had given some reason for ha v,- 
ing wreaked their vengeance upon the un- 
fortunate Beatrice.” 

Caspar looked at' Diego, a^f to dCsire 
him to resolve our hero’s questits^n, which 
he'did with the same candour and insolence 
which had hitherto marked his di^t^urse. 

We neither of us owed, donna Victoria 
any particular ill-will*; but it has been 
policy of late for every one to look to 
themselves; she and her father set us the 
example ; the duke thought himself mighty, 
cunning, but none but fools, were his 
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■Jiipes; however, he has paid for Ips 
treachery, aiid his old castle has been- burnt 
to the ground; he had token care to move 
off his treasures in tynci and you gentle- 
men carried away all- the remaining valu- 
ables ; now Caspar and me wished to have 
gone snacks with you ; and had he taken as 
sure aim as I did last night, and we had 
escaped undetected, whyi the ruins of the 
old castle and the estate might have fallen, 
to our share, since donna Victoria was the 
only surviving heir that I ever heard of.” 

“ And you were deluded by such vague 
hopes,” said colonel Davers, “into the 
commission of so deadly a sin ; as I should 
have supposed you must have known that 
general Roncevalles has seized the estates 
of the hue duke of Aranza.” 

“To,/ be sure we do;, but he does not 
wish to reside in Spain, and he has not 
forgiven donna Victoria for having de- 
livered the easile to the English.” 

“ Then in fact you were only his em- 
issaries ; and were, perhaps,, also accessary 
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tQ the death of your late master ?” rcjoincti’ 
Charles. 

“ Why, look you, young gentleman, we 
owed the duke a serious grudge; still, if he 
w'ould have told us where to find any part 
of his treasures, or have given us an order 
upon the old Jew his father-in-law, we 
xvould have saved his life; but he was ob- 
stinate, and put no faith in our promises, sa 
we put him out of his misery ; and if'yoii 
had not lain perdue, but had faced us like a 
man, I question whether Lsbouldnow bear 
your mercy." 

Charles asked no more questions, fully 
convinced that these wretches were the very 
instruments in the hands of*' unprincipled 
men, to extend the mischief th^e princi- 
pals conceived. 

That they had murdered their late master 
was now beyond a doubt, and with as little 
remorse they would 'have murdered his 
daughter, to have obtained the promised 
reward, wl.ich would of course have been 
withheld; and the greatest favour they would 
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Iiavemet with would have been to havebeen 
admitted to join the French army, and to 
fight against the loyal Spaniards, They were 
now ordered into custody, previous to tbft 
•execution of their sentence, and indulced 
with a confessor; while our hero returned 
to give in his report to his wife, merely tell- 
.ing her the wretches had been bribed by the 
disappointed general to revenge his cause; 
as to their having any message from her 
father, that was all a raei'e pretence to ob- 
tain an audience; they only knew, as many, 
more did, that he was ’no more, but had 
certainly never been appointed his mes- 
sengers. 

Donna Victoria asked no more questions; 
and the ensui'ng day, colonel Davers sent 
o(r her letter to M-r. Levi, to whom she 
had fully related the recent attempt upon 
her life, and how it was preserved ; and 
f:o fearful was our hero of a similar attempt 
being repeated, that*hc was urgent for her 
reipoval to Lisbon ; her present abode also 
continually reminded her of the deceased 
Beatrice, though she had changed her 
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apartment ; still she was, in Charles’s opi- 
nion, very unpleasantly situated ; when to 
his great joy, about a month after Caspar 
and Diego had suffered an ignominious 
death, as he had lived in constant dread of 
finding her a corpse, when he returned 
after any lengthened absence, the gene- 
ral gave orders for the removal of a quan- 
tity of stores, some heavy artillery, &c. 
which were to be sent to* Lisbon, as the 
army was preparing to advance further 
into Spain, and it was not deemed prudent 
to leave any thing of value behind them, 
in case the French should take possession 

of . Colonel Davers, who was always 

anxious to befriend our hero, easily ob- 
tained the general’s promise to appoint 
part of the company to which he belonged 
to escort the convoy ; and as but few of- 
ficers could be spared, he was placed at 
the head of those selected for this duty, and 
thus enabled to continue the’ guardian and 
protector of his wife, during a journey she 
would otherwise very unwillingly have up- 
dertaken. 
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niAf, X, 

Ti/E conch which had brpught donna "Vio- 
toria from Aranza was prepared for her 
journey to Lisbon, and was to be drawn 
by the mules which had equally belonged 
to her father, which would move as slowly 
as her husband expected to proceed ; all 
the smaller boxes and caskets, and one or 
two of the larger trunks, were securely 
jjacked in and al;)out this vehicle, while the 
larger chests and the pictures, which were 
now deposited in packing-cases, were stow- 
ed in one of the baggage waggons; and at 
the appointed time donna Victoria and 
Susan May took their seats in the carriage, 
and fell into the train' of vehicles our hero 
was destined to escort. She had hoped to 
have'heard from, or rather of, her grand- 
father before sjLe left ; but colonel 

Davers, who took a most alTcctionate leave 
of her, reminded her, that even had the 
agent written by return of post, which 
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would not have been fulfilling his commis- 
sion, they could scarcely have received his 
answer; the moment he received it he 
promised to forward it to Lisbon, where he 
advised her for the present taking up her 
abode in some convent, or in some respect- 
able Porlugueze family as a boarder, to fa- 
cilitate which, he gave our hero a letter to 
a tnerchant, who w^s;'in habits of intimacy 
with the general, who had written to re- 
commend the young wife to his care and 
protection during her husband’s absence, 
as Charles was to return speedily as the 
hature of the service he was going upon 
would admit, to the main armv. 

Charles was, as usual, strict in his duty, 
and did not suffer his regard for his wife 
to interfere with his^mililary concerns ; but 
when they halted of*an evening, he made a 
point of securing her the best accommoda- 
tions ; and when he had seen the meh and 
baggage properly bestowed,, he devoted 
his whole lime to her, and they'generally 
beguiled the hours in laying plans for 
the future. If, as Charles continued to 
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tio^e, Mr. Levi vy^s stiJJ living, he wished 
his wife to proceed to England with her 
•property, and to place feerself mender- his 
protection, as he feared that she would not 
feel comfoiitahle at Lisbon, while he con- 
tinued in ,§pai«, nor did he relish the 
idea of leafving her among strangers; h® 
had thecefof e half r!eso^ed> tf My. Levi lyas 
tio more, to place her^WTid^ibe protectioR 
of his friend Frazer, in preference to re^ 
commending her to hismothec, -who might 
■embroil herself with his uncle, .should she 
eppear to eountenance his wife, a>nd he 
had no right to expect she would sacrifice 
the interest of h®*" other children to his 
convenience. Thfis he did not tell donna 
Victoria, merely hinting, that were he to 
consign ;ber to his mother, -he must publicly 
declare their -mapfiage, and to this she was 
very .averse, her father's* death was so fe- 
■cent ; the uge.nt*s answer must decide their 
plans, and Charlcs'hoped it would reach 
Lisbon while 'he remained there, as they 
could -settle matters much better while to- 
gether, than by pen and ink, 

VOL. II. e 
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Donna Victoria was by no means averse 
to placing herself under the protection of 
Mr. Levi ; but told her husband^ she should 
in that case leave the most portable part of 
her property, namely, the gold coin, in his 
possession, as she knew the duke, had pur- 
posely kept him in ignorance of his having 
accumulated such sum, and he might 
Itav^ family or other teasons for so doing ; 
at all events, she chose to conform, as far as 
existing circumstances admitted, to his 
wishes, and she trusted her beloved Charles 
would sufTer her todo so : our hero assured 
her he would be solely guided by her wishes, 
though he could not understand whv the 
duke felt averse to Mr. Levi’s knowing the 
extent of his property ; still, as he might be 
actuated by very wise motives, they had 
better be guided by his directions. " I am 
the more inclined to adhere to them,” re- 
plied donna Victoria, “ as I know my fa- 
ther gave my good grandfather to under- 
stand, that, family plate and jewels except- 
ed, he had transmitted all he could com- 
mand to England ; and it would be very gra- 
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tin* to his- -feelings to find the duke had 
made such a reserve, for .fear (for such was 
my father’s dread) he should embezzle what 
he had entrusted him with.” Charle;^ 
agreed that the duke might have acted 
prudently, but he had not displ.'i^ed his 
confidence in doubtless a very honest man; 
however, they should have full time allow- 
ed them to reflect upon how they ought 
to act; and they might, as the wiser head of 
the three, appeal to the judgment of -co- 
lonel Davers, who would certainly favour 
them with his best advice ; donna Victoria 
was very partial to the colonel, and very 
ready'jto beguided by his superior judgment. 

Thus during the eight days their journey 
lasted did our happy pair employ their 
evenings. .Charles, at her retj nest, entered 
into a minute detail respecting his own fa- 
mily, and she again related ail she knew 
respecting Mr. Levi, who must, if he was, as 
Mr. Donaghue supposed, no more, have 
mentioned her in his will, and the exe- 
cutors of such a man must be able to afford 
c 2 
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.her protection : so thought Charles, stiH 
he was averse to consigning; her to the care 
of utter strangers, but resdlved to be guided 
by circumstances, and the advice of his 
Ijenevolent protector. 

■On the eighth morning after their de- 
parture from , they were enabled, ifrora 

an eminence, to discern the spires of dJs- 
"bon, T5?hich Charles pointed out to .his 
'wife when the carriage stopped, as did all 
>fhe others, to lock one of dhe wheels ; and 
as they slowly descended the bill, donna 
Victoria, who was arrxious to have a full 
view of this :fine city, stood up in the car- 
riage, with her head out -of the window, 
sometimes looking towards Lisbon, but 
oftener back at her husband, who re- 
mained upon the summit of the eminence, 
‘issuing his orders to the different drivers, 
when a heavy piece of ordnance which 
was closely following the^^ coach, over- 
powered the horses ; the drivers did all in 
their power to avoid the vehicle, v/hich 
they endeavoured to pass, but in so doing 
they came so violently in contact with tfie 
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ftfiYcl wheel, that they overturned it before’ 
donna Victoria had withdrawn her head, or 
was at all aware of the impending- danger ; 
the shock proved fatal, as she never spoke' 
again; indeed, owing to her positien, her 
death was instantaneous'. 

Charles saw the'afccident, and had but the’ 
moment before seen bis wife looking to-* 
wards him : he flew towards the spot, but 
merely to be convinced of the extent of 
his misfortune. We shall not attempt tO' 
describe his feelings ; he stood silently gaz- 
ing upon the lifeless form, and there was- 
a mournful eloquence in bis sjjeechless- 
grief, very different to the clamorous sor- 
row of poor Susan May, who had escaped 
unhurt, and who had been vainly trying, 
to yestore her beloved mistress, when 
Charles came up and saw she was no more;, 
ail secrecjMvas now at an end, and every 
soldier participated in their commander’s 
sorrow ; till 'Charles, by an heroic effort, 
shook •off his stupor, and though a manly” 
drop or two would steal down his cheeks, 
he issued his orders in his usual tone of 
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voice. As the coach had not recei^e^ 
any material injury, the luggage was re- 
placed as before, and the corse was placed 
on the scat, the weeping Susan taking her 
place at the bottom, to support it from 
falling; and thus they once more set for- 
ward, every one, more, or less, having par- 
ticipated in the dreadful shock Charles had 
sustained, who now thought it necessary to 
send one of the inferior oflicers forward, 
to announce their approach to Mr. Mad- 
docks, the merchant to whom the general 
had written, and at whose house donna 
Victoria was to have alighted ; but it now 
appeared more consonant to our hero’s feel- 
ings, and to his ideas of propriety, to have 
the corse deposited in some private lodg- 
ing, where he might give a free loose' to 
his grief. He entrusted the general’s letter 
to his messenger, and desired him to hasten 
forward, and give him the' meeting at the 
entrance of the town : the messenger 
mounted one of the horses that could 1)c 
spared, and galloped off’; while the convoy 
slowly, and silently proceeded on its way 
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ivhen, at the very entrance of the town, 
while Charles, who was walking by the 
side of the coach, was' eagerly looking out 
for the Serjeant he had sent forward, an 
elderly man stopped the driver, and thus 
addressed our hero, who at first concluded 
it was Mr. Maddocks, “ I have this moment 
learnt the dreadful accident which has be- 

• j ^ 

fallen the duke of Aranza’s daughter, who 
was, I suppose, coming to claim my protec- 
tion ; my name is Donaghue, and I am the 
friend and have been (he confidential agent 
of both the late duke and Mr. Levi; I am 
therefore authorized to take charge of her 
remains, and of what property she may 
have saved out of the wreck of her for- 
tunes; I will see her committed to the 
gri^und as becomes her rank, and I — ” 
''“You are not required to interfere, 
sir,”^ replied Charles, now thoroughly 
roused by wha< he deemed a very imper- 
tinent and a* very mercenary proposal, “a* 
donna Victoria D’Aranza died my fvife.’’ 

“ Your wife, sir ! exclaimed the as- 
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tonished Donaghue; "you must be 
jjosing upon me; but I sfistU oblige you to 
prove your assertion, before I suffer you to 
embezzle her property, which I meant to 
secure for Mr. Levi." 

Never had Charles felt more enraged, 
and he retorted so- severely upon the time- 
serving Donaghue, that he was retreating,, 
threatenifig to eall oUr hero to a severe 
account, when Mr.-Maddbcks joined, him, 
accompanied by the serjeant; bis asppear- 
ance hastened the departure of Donagiuie, 
as he now feared that be had beemtoo pre- 
cipitate ; at all events, from Mr. Haddocks 
he should learn whether he eould, with arty 
hopes of success, lay claim to the property 
of the deceased, in the name of Mr. Levi. 

^solely in compliance with our he’o’s 
repeated wishes, this worthy merchant suf 
fered the corse to be conveyed to a hotel, 
where it might, in conformity to the cus- 
tom of all Catholic countries, be placed 
under the care of two or more priesfe, 
whose superiors would make the necessary 
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preparations for the interment, which must 
take place on the next, or the following day 
at furthest, such being the general rule. 

This Maddocks, who could enter' into 
the feelings of the youthful widowed hus- 
band, briefly explained,^ promising to give 
every necessary order while he attended to 
his military duties, adding, “ Whatever you 
may not choose to place in the magazines 
a p pro pria ted t o warl ike stores, I shall be most 
happy to take charge’ of.'* Charles thank 
ed him for his polite oflfer, and then reverted 
to Donaghue's impudent attack upon him. 

Oh, never heed the paltry- fellow ; he 
hoped he should be able to make a bene- 
ficial job* of the dreadfulcircumstancc ; but 
I will , prevent his giving you any further 
tro.|ble ; limuch fear he has already majle 
■tt^iandle of his agency, and as both the 
duke^and his daughter are no more, it may 
be difficult to oblige him to account for 
all he has received.” 

'Cbarles was never more indifferent re- 
acting pecuniary affairs; but having, in 
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conjunction with Mr. Maddocks, seen tire 
corse, safely deposited in a proper apart- 
ment, for the reception of the priests, he 
left it under the care of the still-weeping 
Susan, while, he proceeded with the va- 
luable part of the baggage to the store- 
house appropriated to the use of the British 
army, where, sanctioned by an order from 
the commander-in-chief, he was permitted 
to deposit what he might now safely deem 
his own, and having placed his seal upon 
all the boxes. See, he was allowed to secure 
the kev of the room he had selected, and 
to affix bis seal upon the door. J’ossibly 
l)Ut for Mr. Donaghue’s attempt to gain 
possession of his properly, he, would have 
l ecn much less cautious; but that gentle- 
man had roused him from the torpor;«of 
grief, and had therefore, by recalling his 
ideas to the future, done him a real ser- 
vbe; still he had that within him which 
p sseth show; but having strictly fulfilled 
his military duties, he returned to mourti 
over his beloved Victoria, as he felt, that— 
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“ Tlie ji;rief which docs not speak, 
NTli.spers the o'er-fraiijji)! heart, and tads it break.'* 


Mr. Maddocks had given every neces- 
sary order^ and fain would he have prevail* 
ci\ upon our hero not to have shared the 
watching of the corse with tho priests; but 
he found him i-esolately bent upon paying 
what he deemed the last- tribute of affec- 
tion to the deceased. Every accustomed 
rite and, previous mark of respect having 
been strictly observed, on the second morn- 
ing after the accident, the remains ofthehnp- 
]css donna Victoria were committed to the 
grave: our hero followed her as Chief- 
mourner; Mr. Maddocks paid him and her 
a similar compliment, as aid a Mr, Wrigh- 
to.p( whom he brought with him. Donag- 
Ivtfc was of course not invited ; he had call- 
ed upon Maddocks in the evening of the 
• day lie-had made his unsuccessful attempt 
to obtain pc^sse^ioIT pf ..the property of the 
dtfce^iSjed, and being received by that gen- 
tleman, he . seriously inquired whether 
“ the duke of Aranza s daughler had mar- 
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tied the 6ot/ of a lieutenant, who called 
himself her husband ?” 

" She certainly had,” was the reply. 

“ And pray, who is he I I presume he 
took some unfair advantage of her situa- 
tion.’’ 

“ He is a man of family, and has very 
great expectations; and as the marriage 
was sanctioned by many of the superior 
officers, I am convinced that no advantage 
was taken of the credulity of the deceased.” 

“ That I much doubt,” was the retort ; 
" but pray what property ha., been saved 
from the wreck of the duke’s fortune?” 

” I did not think myself authorized to 
inquire, since it is now the undpubted pre- 
periy of lieutenant Franklin.” 

'' So it appears, according to your state- 
ment; therefore, if he will give me a receipt 
in full, I will pay the trifle I still retain, 
belonging fo the late duke, into his hands; 
you may mention my intention to him, 
Mr. Maddocks.” 

When his wife is buried, will be time 
enough to talk of business;” and thus they 
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separated, Donaghue still hoping to turn 
the demise of donna Victoria -to sojne ac- 
count, and to render our hero in some 
respects his dupe. 


CHAP. xr. 

The day of the funeral our hero devoted 
to solitude, and to the memory of the de- 
ceased; but !ic now reflected — 

Tliat valour soars above 
'V’\?t.the world calls misfortune ami 
Which are nc)l ills, else they would never fall 
(Vn Heaven’s first favourites, and the best of men. 

A’he gods in bounty work up storms about us, 

That gi\'P mankind occasion to exert 

'rheir hidden strength, and throw out into practice, 

Viri - rs that shun the day, and lie conceal'd 

ill the smooth seasons and the calms of life 

he therefore returned to the duties of his 
profitasion the next morning, and having 
a^umed the only insignia of mourning 
his profession permitted him to display. 
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he appeared resigned,' if not chearful, as he 
confessed — 

** Tluit the vvays of ITeaven, 

Tli!)ugh daiHc, are just.*' 

According to promise, he paid his devoirs 
to the Maddocks family, to every branch 
of which, he considered himself as greatly 
indebted, as the ladies had taken Susan 
under their protection, and promised to 
retain her till she wished to return home; : 
Mr. Maddocks received him with real plea- 
sure, and would have led the discourse to 
general subjects, if Charles had not reverted 
to Donaghue, not appearing, inclined to 
shrink from naming his wife. " He is a 
precious rogue, and is siill lying in wait 
to circumvent you; but before 1 expose 
his baseness, suffer me to introduce you> ter 
a gentleman, who has sincerely sympa- 
thized in your loss, but who would not 
prematurely intrude upon your sorrows: 
Mr. Wrighton, a Spanish merchant-,- vthe 
intimate Iriend of Mr. Levi; he is just ar- 
rived from London, and is proceeding to. 
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Cadii, but took Lisbon in his way, having 
some commercial concerns to arrange with 
me and others : he was the bearer of letters 
to donna Victoria and to you, which he 
sen toff to colonel Davcrs the day before you 
reached Lisbon ; and he also a(ldressed|yoii 
himself, as he then thought donna Victoria 
might have been inclined to accompany 
him on his return to England.” Our hero 
cordially received Mr. Wrighton’s pre- 
ferred hand, and declared himself very 
happy to hear Mr. Levi was still living, 
relating what Donaghue had written to his 
wife upon that subject. 

” That fellow is a complete scoundrel,” 
said Mr. Wrighlon ; “ he never forwarded 
donp’a Victoria's first letter to my friend, 
whose anxiety may be easily conceived, 
ut’ter he had read the various accounts re- 
spec^ting her escape from Aranza, in our 
newspapers, and he meant to have ad- 
dressed you, Mr. Franklin, upon the snh- 
je'et/ when donna Victoria’s voluminous 
packet was presented to him by colonel 
Davers’s agent ; his letters will convince 
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you how much he approved of her marriage;* 
and he has also explained to both you and' 
her what' property he has placed in her 
rname (that being the late duke's wish) in 
the bank, and I know that it was his inten- 
tion to make her his heir; when you are- 
better acquainted with him, I am sure you 
will like hint : but to return to this Donag-^ 
hue; he has not only kept back all the late 
duke’s last letters, but also a large remiN 
tan'ce which was made him from the Bra- 
zils for his grace, and which the duke de- 
sired him to trarnsmit to Jtfr. Levi, to whom 
he inclosed this letter from Donaghue in 
the last packet he sent from Spain it con- 
tains an acknowledgment of the receipt 
of six thousand pounds, which he promises 
to consign to Mr. Levi as soon as possible; 
now as he has told Mr. Maddocks, that if . 
you will give him a receipt in full, he will 
pay into your hands the tvijie he retains^ 
of the duke’s money, let us see what he 
means to offer you, as this letter- must 
oblige him to do you justiee.” 

Charles was infinitely gratified by thi» 
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pro&f of Mr. Wright.on’s confidence, who 
entered into various details respecting Mr. 
Levi, all tending to increase his respect for 
that gentleman, to whom our hero wrote 
that very day a cdneise account of his 
wife’s death; and as his letter was a trans- 
cript of his feelings, it proved, ias he hoped,, 
at once soothing and: agonizin,^^; to the 
worthy man ; and well it was for Charles, 
that he was thus prepared to meet Dona^- 
hiie on his own grounds, since he merely 
offered him a sixth part of the sum he had 
in hand, but was, in consequence of his 
own letter, obliged to refund even to the 
last farthing, and self-convicted of being a 
rogue. 

Wishing to display his confidence in Mr. 
Levi, Charles, through the medium of Mr. 
Maddocks, transmitted the money so re- 
covered to him, to be placed in the funds; 
he also sent hint the pictures by a merchant- 
ship bound to Loiulon, for fear the damp 
of the store-houses should injure them, and 
two chests of plate, which he had him- 
self packed at the Castle of Aranzn, as they 
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contained the most bulky and the loa-st 
\aluable part of his properly, and would 
prove the . most awkward to remove; 
when having settled all his business, and 
bestowed her deceased lady’s wardrobe 
upon Susan, whom he left under the care 
of Mr. Maddot'ks, he returned with his 
small party to the' main army, to share i» 
the glory they were daily acquiring; hav- 
ing added Mr. Maddodks and Mr. Wrigh- 
fon to his list of friends. 

While he is retracing his step.s, convinced 
that — 


Artlictioii is the wholesome soil of virtue: 

V> lictc patience, honour, bweet humauitv, 

C’liim itn'liuulc, lake rout, and struflgly flourish/^ 

we will return to England, wher?, much 
about the same time, Mr. Levi received, 
our hero’s afTecting letter, and one of a 
similar date from Mr. Wrjghton, which 
raised him, if pos'^iblc,' still more in his 
esteem, and a third from Doriaghue^ who 
having attempted to gloss over his ow\n 
mean duplicity and dishonesty, fell foul 
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of pr/oi‘ Charles, in the most virulent terms, 
declaring he was devoid both of principle 
and feeling, as he had obliged him, on the 
vert' day after he had buried his wife, to 
account to him to the last farthing, for the 
sum he had purposely retained to assist 
donna Victoria, had she been so reduced 
as to require such a supply ; and certainly 
had Mr. Levi not known the writer, and 
been less acquainted with oor hero’s real 
character, he might have done him an in- 
jury in his esteem; as it was, Mr. Levi 
wrote him an answer, which effectually 
prevented him for ever again addressing 
him. 

Blit during the week in which the Jew 
received these letters, a sort of vague ac- 
count of donna Victoria’s death found its 
way into some of the daily prints, which 
led^oHr hero’s family to suppose he had 
married her, previous to her decease; but 
as the editors had received their intellij^ence 
ff^ no^very authentic sources, their ac- 
counts of the accident, and of her family and 
property, were very erroneous ; though they 
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all agreed in asserting that the French .were 
in possession of her estates, and that they 
had first plundered, and then burnt her fa- 
ther’s, castle, which certainly.did not give 
their readers room to suppose that she had 
greatly increased her husband’s fortune. 
Lady Franklin was surprised when she read 
some of these paragraphs, yet as she knew 
her son had a staunch friend in colonel 
Pavers, she did not feel uneasy* and she- 
communicated her security to sir George,, 
who agreed with her, that at all events,. 
Charles was not likely to be ovloser by his. 
marriage, since he was already a widower ; 
but as she wished to be rather more nw /ait . 
of the business, she wrote to our hero, to 
request a clearer explanation of what she 
at present very imperfectly understood. 

Nor did Mr. Counsellor Franklin, as tbe' 
miser was sometimes styled, find his paper 
at all more satisfactory ; he re^ad and re-rfead: 
the paragraphs respecting donna Victoria’s 
marriage and death, till he vQ\ved the 
editor was a fool, and had better have 
forded his reader some authentic accounts 
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oF the state oF affairs in Spain, 'than tp have 
'filled his columns with such nonsense re- 
specting this girl and his silly nephew, who 

seemed resolved to convince him that he 

♦ 

did not possess even common sense, since 
a boy like him, hardly out of his teens, to 
marry at all, except, indeed, with wonder- 
ful great prospects, was little short of mad- 
ness, and, situated as Charles was, must, had 
this girl lived, have effectually marred his 
future promotion ; but what was it to him? 
he had done with the silly fool ; to be sure, 
he had once eaved his life, and that led 
him to lament his Folly. In this frame of 
mind, and half disposed' to quarrel with 
str3ws,-he proceeded to the Auction Mart, 
having, as usual, a bargain in view ; since, 
tltoiigh more and more undecided respect,* 
.ing' the future disposal of his immense 
property, he was as eager as heretofore to 
increase his possessions; he here met Mr. 
Levi, who was come upon a similar errand, 
though g^ded by very different motives, 
as ne was come to repurchase a house 
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which the creditors ofa poor widow obliged 
her to sell, though they knew that to part 
with it would complete her ruin, as it 
suited her business, which she could not 
easily remove, and was situated anfong her 
own connections. 

The counsellor and him were upon 
speaking terms, and as they happened to 
be placed near each other, the usual com- 
pliments passed between them, when Levi 
added, “ Lieutenant Franklin has left Lis- 
bon, I find ; poor young man, he has made 
an early acquaintance with grief; I can 
suppose that the shock he must have under- 
gone rendered his loss more severe.” 

“ Are you alluding to his marriage with 
that Spanish girl, whom the papers' re- 
})ort to have died within sight of Lisbon, 
by the overturning of some waggon- or 
carriage ?” 

“ I certainly alluded to that event, sir.” 

Then let me tell' -you, -Mr. Levi, he 
had more reason to rejoice thart^to grieve 
at her death, if he really was so silly to 
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marry her, since I believe he woiilJ have? 
found it difficult to maintain her upon his 
pay." 

“ I am convinced he would have had no 
reason to complain, since she was. my 
granddaughter.” 

" Your granddaughter ! what ! was she 
a Jew ? I understood she was 'the daugh- 
ter of a Spat! ish don, whom the French had 
first pillaged and then murdered.” 

“ She was the daughter of the late duke 
of Aranza, who married my only daughter, 
during my residence in Spain ; but neither 
mother nor ebild were of my profession of 
faith.” 

“ What, I suppose the mother turned Ca- 
tholic when she married .^ You were not 
consenting to the match, I presume?” 

"Yes, sir, I was; circutnstance.s, not 
choice; had obliged me to take up my 
abode' at Cadiz^ where I was required to 
appear to.G(tnform*to the religion of the 
country bur I was no hypocrite; the 
pr'n6st who was supposed to be my con- 
dessor was in my confidence; he betrayed 
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me, though he 'professed Christianity; and 
liad T not made' myself, many friends, I 
should probably' have ended my days in 
■the. Inquisition.” 

You bad a lucky escape ; but to return 
40 this girl whom my fool of a nephew 
married ; she had no fortune, of course, as 
the French have seized her father’s estates; 
the papers did say, when they related ( for 
want of something to fill their columns) 
that she had esca-ped out of their clutches, 
she had brought away some pictures and 
■some plate ; was that true ?” 

“ They were correct in their statement, 
and I am in daily expectation of the plate 
and pictures.’’ 

“ Oh, they were yours, after all;, some 
you left behind, 1 suppose; a pretty match 
the boy has made of it, as I dare say all his 
fine quality wife could call her own was 
her "hair string and her bodkin ; bow'ever, 
I shall not grieve for hw folly; I have done 
With him ; I took him under my,protection 
at fourteen, Mr, Levi, gave him an educa- 
tion that would have fitted him for a peer.. 
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and I had even planned measures to make 
him one, upon my soul, when the young 
dog, as he has been, now connected him- 
self with a trumpery slut, who, took ad- 
vantage of liis weakness, and saddled hiin 
with a bastard ; I was, as you would have 
been, very angry when 1 discovered the 
intrigue, and how my savings were likely 
to be spent, so I discarded my young gen- 
tleman for ever; though had he made 
proper concessions, I might have yet done 
something for him ; instead,of which, he 
chose to go abroad; and if he had not 
stumbled upon this girl, why, he might have 
made his way, as the dog has quick parts 
and great courage; when he was a mere 
child, (indeed that induced me to take him 
under my protection,) he saved my life, at 
the imminent risk of his own.” 

“And yet you discarded him, without re- 
raorsfe, for a mej-e juvenile error ! I have 
heard the stdry belore, but you were so 
much favoured by the relater, that I thought 
you were much less to blame than you have 

VOL. II. H 
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acknowledged yourself to have been, since, 
had not I been already the staunch friend 
of yow nephew, your account of him 
(.would have rendered me so. I wish you 
a good-morning, sir removing to a dis- 
tant part of the room, leaving the old man 
to vent his spleen upon the auctioneer, 
mul those who opposed him in bidding, 
since he could not secure the bargaijj||j^ai^ 
was very angry v#ith himself for not having 
asked the rich Jew many more questions, 
and still more vexed at his avowed deter- 
mination to prove himself his nephew’s 
friend. What business had such olFicious 
fools to intermeddle with other people’s 
lamilies.? this Levi had often disappointed 
him of very good bargains ; he \xas so 
anxious to remove the opprobrium' of Jevo 
from his name, that he was foolishly bene- 
volent, absurdly charitable, the easy dupe 
of every well-told tale of distress; 'ihow- 
ever, Charles’s pride would prevent him 
from profiting by his avowed friendship ; 
.and if he did rise in his profession, he 
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inighf, after a time, make overtures of re- 
conciliation. 


CHAP. xir. 

Davers received our hero, when 
lie returned to his duty, as he would have 
done a beloved son, and appeared fully 
to participate in his feelings with respect 
to donna Victoria — approved of every 
thing that he had done with respect to the 
consignments he had made to Mr. Levi — 
and presented him with the packet which 
had .been forwarded by Mr. Wrighton, 
the contents of which perfectly corres- 
ponded with that gentleman’s hints, as Mr. 
Levi^ expressed his entire approbation of 
his'granddatightbr’s.marriage, and entered 
info a very succinct, but clear detail, re- 
specting' licr funded property; but we 
shall not repeat what Jthe reader is already 
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fully acquainted withy and our hero was 
soon too fully employed to have much 
time for reflection, as the enemy made 
••.■arious desperate efforts to dislodge that 
part of the army among whom he was 
stationed, in one of which he was slightly 
%vounded, and several other officers were 
killed, among whom was a captain iiTlifs * 
own regiment, and, to our hero’s gr|g||pvfp- 
prisc, he was immediately raised to that 
rank ; colonel Davers merely smiled at his 
astonishment, telling him he understood 
fro*m the higher powers, that he had power- 
ful friends at home, which, added to his 
bravery, would soon place him at the head 
of his profession. Charles could only sup- 
pose lord Malton had accelerated .his',pro- 
jTiotion, to oblige his mother, whose letter, 
in which she mentioned his marriage, soon 
after reached him, as did a most affec- 
tionate epistle from Mr. Levi, in anWer 
to his from Lisbon, and one equally kind 
and consolatory from his friend Frazer;‘he 
romiminicafcd the two first to colonel 
Duvers, who pronounced Levi to be truly 
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"the Israelite without guile,” since heseem- 
ed to have almost paternal feelings towards^ 
our hero ; he detailed what had passed be- 
tween him and the rich miser ; invited him, 
in the most pressing, afleefionate terms, to 
take up his abode with him when he re- 
turned ; requesting he would draw upon 
him to any amount, as he should not 
me^le with the stock, now his, till he- 
came to Enirland, when it might be sold 
out, or transferred into his name, which he 
preferred ; the pictures and plate were al- 
ready arrived, and he should place the 
money he had sent over in the bank; and 
concluded by giving him directions to va- 
rious people in Spain, wdio would, lie felt 
convinced, be happy to atford him any as- 
sistance, or to do him any service, i>‘ he 
mentioned his name. 

Our hero was very much flattered by this 
letter, vvkich hc-4inmcdiately answered, as 
he did his mother’s, to whom, by the co- 
lonel’s advice, he acknowledged his mar- 
riage, and also related the death of his 
wife ; but as lady Franklin had not asked 
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any questions respecting her property, he 
did not touch upon thesuhject, rather wish- 
ing it to remain in doubt whether he h.Tcl 
‘been any great gainer by having wound 
up his romance by matrirnoiiy ; his uncle 
evidently did not suppose he had, nor did 
he seem to feel inclined to forget his having 
sinned against the lavvs of morality, since 
he had mentioned the circumstance to Mr. 
Levi. 

Not long after he had dispatched these 
letters, he was ordered, with a small division 
of his men, to take a circuitous route, to 
tleceive the enemy respecting their num- 
bers, while colonel Davers and another part 
of the regiment, proceeded by the nearest 

road to , which the general wished to 

surprise. As our hero’s march lay through 
some villages wliicdi were known to lx: 
friendly to the. patriots, he halted, accerA- 
iug to his orders, for the nigh^ where be 
was likely to meet with the best accommodji- 
tions for his men, and where he and several 
other officers were invited to take up their 
abode at a convent of Dominican friars; 
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the superior was very ill, they were inform- 
ed, but he had issued particular orders re- 
specting their accommodation, which more 
than ar.swcrod their expectations ; nor were 
they less gratified bv the conversation of 
those of the monks who did the honours of 
their abode, as they were well informed 
men, zealous in the cause of the patriots, 
and anxious to assist the British to the ut- 
most of their power. Having made an ex- 
cellent supper, the officers were shown to 
their respective apartments, as they were 
to be on foot at an early hour, when the 
monk who accompanied our hero request- 
ed he would favour their superior with a 
visit, as he was very anxious to have a little 
conversation with. him. Charles, though 
rather surprised at the request, mad£ no 
objections, and was in consequence ushered 
^ito the sick^mairs room, who appeared to 
be laboifving uTTtlcr a complication of dis*- 
-orders, . brought on by indulgence and in- 
temperance. 

He received our young officer very po- 
litely, who having, at his desire, taken a 
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seat, he thus began — “Your name is Frank- 
lin, I understand, sir, and you rescued the 
daughter of the diike D’Aranza from a 
most perilous situation ?” Charles bowed 
assent. “You afterwards married her, I have 
been told, and she died in consequence of 
an accident near Lisbon?" Charles again 
assented in silence, feeling greatly at a 
loss to understand to what this preamble 
tended : the monk who bad introduced him 
had withdrawn: the abbot continued, “You 
have heard, I presume, that your late wife’s 
grandfather was a Jew ?’’ Charles replied 
in the affirmative, and the monk resumed, 
“ Then learn from me, that he was one of 
the best of men ; I, wretch that I am, was 
once his confessor !’’ Charles started. “He 
plac'’cd the utmost confidence in me, and 
he made it, it might have been supposed, 
to my interest to keep his secret; and tilkJF 
was tempted, by increasing avaricti', to covet 
his possessions, I felt that I was doing right 
in favouring the innocent deception of 
such a man ; but when I resolved to be a 
rogue, I fancied it was my duty to betray 



TIlS SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 1S3 

him to the Holy Office: but I cannot now 
deceive my conscience into a" belief that 
I insured my salvation by my treachery ;,I 
now rejoice to think he escaped unhurt, and • 
that he had previously removed gr^at part 
of his valuables. This small casket I 
managed to secure, in addition to the re- 
ward I received from the church for my 
zeal, and to you 1 now entrust it, to re- 
turn It to its real owner ; tell him l am a 
real penitent, and that I only wished to have 
received his forgiveness before I died.” 

Charles could not afford the monk muciv 
consolation, since he thought that 

**■ All should unite to pnnii*h the nngriitefuK 
Ingratitude is treiison to iiitiiikiiid 

but he swore, if he lived to return to Eng- 
land, to deliver the casket to Mr. Levi, 
wished to, be excused taking it now^ 
as he was ’goingTipon a service of danger, 
awd it might, admitting he could conve- 
niently carry it with him, fall into the 
hands of the foe, but promised either to 
come or send for it in a week at furthest; 

11 3 
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the monk was satisfied with this arrange- 
ment; and as we do not .pretend to detail 
, battles, or'even skirmishes, since victory, it 
is well known, generally rests with the 
British, suffice it to say, that the general’s 
plan fully succeeded, and that our hero 
returned within the given time to the mo- 
nastery, where he received the casket from 
the hands of the now dying abbot, and 
renewed his promise to deliver it, sealed 
as it was, to his newly-acquired relative. 


CHAP. XIII. 

CouNSEi LOR Franklin still sorely repented 
haying derived so little information from 
Mr. Levi; not that he was inclined tOi^fre- 
knowledge he had ruflely stopped that 
gentleman’s mouth, since he fancied that 
his perplexity solely arose from that gen- 
tleman’s reserve. John continued his fre- 
quent visitor, and often threw out obscura 
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hints respecting Charles, wishing to feel 
his way before he ventured to declare his 
real sentiments. Lady Franklin, according 
to her general custom, sent him Charity’s 
letter respecting his marriage-, as she knew 
the circumstance was no secret to him, and 
she did not wish he should suppose she 
was inclined to keep him in ignorance re- 
specting the movements and actions of his 
once-avowed favoufite : contrary to John’s 
expectations, the old gentleman made no 
comments respecting his brother’s letter ; 
indeed, this autumn, or rather co-mincnce- 
ment of winter, did not seem favourable 
to ills general health ; the weather was 
more |iian usually dreary for the season, 
and he felt a stiffness in one of his legs, 
which also swelled at times, which induced 
him to call in a surgeon, as he had an aversion 
to physicians, and fancied that the former, 
kbrn b^ng .anatomists, were much the 
most skilful; as he applied to one of the 
iiisf modern practitioners, this gentleman, 
a-fter examining the alFccted part, and 
listening to his account of the complaint, 
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told him, he thought these were slight 
symptoms of anasarca, or dropsy; this the 
patient pronounced to be impossible, dwell- 
ii}g very forcibly upon his regular mode 
of living, &c. 

The surgeon was not, however, inclined 
to alter his opinion, and prescribed a total 
dilTerent regimen, more exercise, change 
of air, &c. and really so alarmed the miser, 
“ who grasped and gi;asped, till he could 
hold no more and now his strength 
seemed failing, “ looked back, and sighed 
at what he left behind.” He therefore 
half resolved to spend his Christmas at 
Clavcrton; he had never been there since 
he had banished Charles, nor had he Inen 
even apparent friends with his brother 
since that event; but as he had continued 
to correspond with lady Franklin, and as 
he sulTered John to, what he deemed, in- 
trude upon him now and then, he kni^ 
that the most distant hint of such an iii- 
tention would be received as a favour, and 
that he should enjoy every comfort, nay, 
luxury, at free cost, as long as he chose to 
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sfoy; but ere he had.coine fo any deter- 
mination, sir George Franklin paid the 
debt of nature, and thus again disappointed 
the views and prospects of his unforgivmg 
brother. 

The baronet had rtot been well for some 
time, and had tried the Bath wafers, from 
which he had received great benefit, and 
was assured by his physician that air and 
gentle exercise would complete his cure ; 
he therefore returned to Claverton, resolved 
to ride every day, and always felt the better 
when he returned ; he generally mounted 
his horse in the stablc-yaid, and often went 
into the stable to try the girths of his saddle, 
as he had once met with a serious accident, 
in consequence of the saddle turning ; the 
horse he always rode was rather playful, 
and generally bit at any body who was 
lightening his girths; but the last time sir 
Georgv*,,was emplo)'ed, he bit his arm 
father hai.lcr than usual, which induced 
the barbnet, who had his wliip under his 
.arm, to giv“e him two or three severe lashes, 
which was so resented by the now vicious 
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animal, that after forcing him with som® 
violence against the manger, he kicked 
him with such violence when he left the 
stsble, that he expired early the next 
'morning. 

To the additional grief of lady Frank- 
lin, he died intestate, and thus left his 
younger children entirely at the mercy of 
their elder brother; since her fortune 
having been lost by the bankruptcy of her 
guardian, the settlement made upon them 
was no longer of any avail ; of this sir 
George was fully aware, and often men- 
tioned his intention of making a will ; and 
thus “ all promise is poor dilatory man.” 

His eldest son, who generally resided in 
town, where he had a house in Gower- 
strcct, bedford-square, and who, as we have 
already said, had been some lime married, and 
was now also the father of several children, 
was sent for express, the moment t/ie suiv, 
geon pronounced the baronet in iinminerit ' 
danger, and he arrived just in time to re- 
ceive IiiT father’s last blessing ;.-and though 
the dying man spoke but very imperfectly,. 
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and that nicrelv at intervals, he endeavour- 
cd to make him understand what he wished 
him to do for his brothers and sisters, pot 
without some bitter feelings of compuncr 
tion respecting the little regard he had 
paid to a similar recommendation, in veiy 
similar circumstances; his son was, however, 
})roruse in his promises; all that he could 
do for his brothers and sisters he would 
do; they should find him their frien-d 
through life ; he should be solely guided 
by his dear mother’s wishes, 8ic. ; indeed 
a bystander might have inferred, that be 
hoped his repeated as'urances a:ul pro- 
testations would put him sooner in posses- 
sion of his father’s estate, who died ap- 
parently lulled into peace and security by 
his son’s behaviour, who shut himself up 
as soon as he was pronounced no more, 
if nQ| to lament his loss, to arrange his 
future plans. 

Greatly had he rejoiced when his uncle 
Franklin discarded diaries, as he had no 
fears of John’s proving an equally for- 
midable rival ; since, mucii as he had once 
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affected to despise the counsellor and his 
money, he was now quite as eager as John 
to„secure the possession of it to himself; 
^nd as he was well acquainted with John’s 
extravagant propensities, which had again 
involved him in debt, he knew he could at 
any time display him in his proper colours 
to the old man, which must prevent him 
from making him his heir; still, as he pos- 
sessed much of his father’s artful cunning, 
he chose to proceed fair and softly, not 
wishing to appear to be paying his court 
to this capricious, but much-envied mortal ; 
he had therefore, ever since Charles had 
been in Spain, been in the habit of send- 
ing him presents of game, lish, fruit, &c. 
to which he generally added a polite note 
of inquiry respecting his health ; but he 
had to do with a man of great penetration, 
and who gave him exactly the credit he, 
deserved for these marks ofattention. Thc' 
young baronet, who fancied himself a vei^. 
Machiavel, eagerly sc'zed this opportunity 
to address his uncle more at length, and he, 
certainly displac ed a fine flow of words, if 
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but little feeling, in his relation of.his fa- 
ther’s death, to which he added a strenuous 
invitation to the funeral, detailing the ar- 
rangements he had made for that trelan- 
choly ceremony, and requesting that he 
would point out any alterations he might 
wish to make in the order of the proces- 
sion, the day, nay, even the hour, as he- 
should ])ay the utmost deference to his. 
judgment. 

The counsellor was certainly shocked 
when he thus learnt his brother’s death, 
as there was n^o great difference in their age> 
when he fortunately recollected that lie 
died in consequence of an accident, to, 
which he was never likely to be subj-ert ; 
as to the swelling in his leg, that proceed- 
ed from his leading too sedentarya life’ as 
he was resolved not to believe it dropsical ; 
but as jpatters had turned out, it could 
^swer no one *&od purpose fur him to 
gXdown.to Ciaverton, at least for the pre- 
sent ; when he had heard how his brother 
had disposed of his property, he might 
perhaps visit the widow; he therefore, ia 
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a very few words, excused himself from at- 
tending the funeral^ and concluded by 
<;ompliments of condolence to the dowager 
lady Franklin and her daughters. 

Thcbaronct was very much disappointed 5 

his mother was rather so, as she thought 

his presence might have proved a spur to 

her son's gencrosi:y, as she feared he would 

take every advantage of his father's dying 

intestate; her daughters were not more 

sanguine in their expectations, as they had 

neverbecn invited to visit their sister-in-lavv% 

and had never more than dined in Gower- 

street, when they had been slaying with Mra* 

Moncrief, in Portland place: that lady was 

now in Scotland with her husband, and as 

they were visiting amongst thecolonePs fa- 

inily, she had not made any of her sisters 

the companion of her journey. John had 

come down to attend the fune-yal ; and 

% 

Edward had come from ccfllcgc; he had, ’jy 
his mother’s desire, written to Charles, ;jvho 
was the nearest his own age, and though 
they had been separated at a very early 
age, they each retain-ed a very pleasing 
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Teco1Iectif)n of each other; Edward, in prir- 
ticr.Iar, gloried in Charles s success, and 
hoped, as knowing he whs much ihe most 
likely to make a good use of the moneys 
tluit his uncle would still make him his 
heir; this he wrote oi:r hero, acknowlcdgr 
ing that he feared they Irad but little to 
exj;cct from tl^eir elder brother, and pro- 
mising to write again, as soon as he could 
gi\ 0 him any further intelligence. 

Nor did the baronet kcej) them long :n 
suspense, as the morning after the funeral, 
he assembled the family in the library, to 
discuss the pecuniary arrangements he 
meant to make, in conscquciuc i.T his fa- 
ther’s demise. Addiessiiig himself to lady 
Franklin, he thus began: “ To my infinite 
7'egret, my dear motlier, th.e loss of your 
fortune, before it was properly vested in 
th§ hands of your trustees, for the benefit 
4f the yoiing^.J^ranches of your family, 
mjist inevitably cramp my endeavours to 
establish them as I could wish; your join- 
ture, of twelve hundred a-year, is fully so- 
cured to you ; but had you been less amqdy 
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provided for, I should have made up the 
deficiency, though I need not tell you 
that my father has of late years more than 
’lived up to his income; indeed, when we 
consider what a handsome fortune he be- 
stowed upon Mrs, Moncrief, what a hand- 
some allowance he made my other sisters, 
not to mention the addition he annually 
made to my brother John’s emoluments, 
nor the sums he has lavished upon Charles, 
whose recent promotion must have cost 
him some money, besides supporting Ed- 
ward at college, to fit him for the valuable 
living once in his, now in my gift, and 
which I shall certainly bestow upon my 
brother — but this recapitulation of my fa- 
ther’s outgoings must convince every one 
pifcsent that 1 have not inherited an un- 
encumliered estate ; the nominal annual 
rent-roll sounds large, and before it .was 
dipped and saddled with, .', large jointure, 
and before the taxes ran so high, my fajpjier 
might be deemed a rich man ; and had he 
not lost yonr fortune, madam, and a large 
sum of his own, I should not have been, re- 
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quired to provide for my brothers and 
sisters ; therefore I am poor, in comparison 
to Vhat my father was, 'even when he died,” 

I am confident, George,” said ladj^ 
Franklin, " that the estate is not mortgaged, 
and to my certain knowledge your father’s 
debts, I mean among his trades-peoplei do 
not exceed a thousand pounds, which, con- 
sidering his income, must be deemed a mere 
matter of course; he gave Mrs. Moncrief 
five thousand pounds, and he meant to 
have bestowed an equal portion upon her 
sisters; and upon his younger sons; John 
is indebted for his situation to my family, 
and he certainly did receive some money 
to set him a-going; Charles never cost 
your father a farthing, since he was four- 
teen, till he went abroad ; his various com- 
missions, he owes to his valour, but for 
the last three years your late father has 
made him a 4>mall allowance, which was 
Ctertainly no more than his duty ; and he 
also; in my opinion, required to main- 
tain Edward at college, to enable him to en- 
joy the living you seem to grudge him ; you 
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tUveil very much upon the loss of my for- 
tune; perhaps in equity, you would be 
obliged to make up the deficiency to the 
family, but I cannot suppose you mean 
to restrict yourself to the trifling sum of 
twenty thousand pounds, which was all 
that was settled upon the ydunger branches, 
since your father intended, and he told 
you the same, to give each of his children 
what he bestowed upon Mrs. Moncrief — 
therefore I hope you rtfean to fulfil his 
intentions.” 

“ I sincerely wish I could be guided by 
your advice, my dear mother; you heard 
me jiromisc my father to do all that Icould 
do for my family, and I had hoped you 
would have given me some credit for not 
takjng advantage of the loss of your for- 
tune, since I fully intend to divide the 
sum settled upon my brothers and sisters, 
between them; since I r£i.H-at, my father 
has le.'t debts, which I am bound to liqiji- 
datc ; and I have a growing famify of itty 
own, nor did I receive much money with 
my wife, though she may in time be hand- 
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scmcly provided for; but (his is a mere 
contingency — no certainty ; and you must 
admit, madam, that your jointure will make 
a dip into the rent-roll of my estate.'” 

“ You have, ever since you married, sir 
George, received two thousand pounds 
a-year out of this estate, and your wife 
brought you a thousand more, and has 
very great, and very well-founded expecta- 
tions of coming into four thousand a-ycar, 
in time; howev^, your .family is un for- 
tunately at your mercy, and you seem re- 
solved to make them feel your power.” 

” Nay, my dear madam, do not condemn 
me unheard — listen to what I have to pro- 
pose, before you arraign my conduct ; in 
addition to your jointure, I mean to ofixT 
you the use of this house, and of that I oc- 
cupy in Go wer-street, alternately, rent-free; 
at all events, I shall insist upon your re- 
maining' here, Jill you have suited yourself 
^^th some othei^ abode, if my proposal does 
n«M; meet your approbation : Mrs. Mon- 
crief is most amply provided for; I wish 
I could do as much for my other si-Jers; but 



168 the SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 

I must not lose sight of prudence^ to display 
my generosity ; I therefore propose to 
give them three thoiis.and pounds a-piece 
on their wedding-day, should they marry; 
but while they continue single, ajid remain 
your inmates, madam, I will allow them 
two hundred a-year each, which will en- 
able you to maintain a very respectable 
establishment, cither in town or country ; 
my brother John has, thanks to your fa- 
mily, an excellent. place,5.and he will rise 
by seniority, I understand, and will, most 
likely, if appearances are to be relied on, 
he my uncle’s heir ; I shall not continue the 
allowance my father has hitherto made 
him, but I shall present him with a hundred 
pounds for mourning, and, at the end of 
the twelvemonth, I shall hold myself in- 
debted to him the sum of one thousand 
pounds; I wish I could do more, as I grieve 
to see he appears disappointed : as. for our 
absentee, the Cluixole Clfarles, he has,, i 
make no doubt, secured some of the late 
duke of Aranza’s property; whether or not, 
as he is now a captain, he may be consi- 
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dered as amply provided for; but I shall 
make him the same compliment as I mean 
to do to John : for you, EdvNiard, 1 shall 
reserve the living now in my gift ; the in* 
cumfaent cannot live long> aud till you 
take possession, I shall allow you two hun- 
dred a-year, and I shall also give you a 
thousand pounds to ^set you a-going.— 
Twelve and three are fifteen thousand 
pounds, to which if we add the five Mrs. 
Moncrief has redeived, we^ shall make up 
the sum settled upon, the younger branches; 
and I hope, my dear madam, that you now 
think I have done ray duty. Should John 
not be, as 1 expect, my uncle’s heir, I hope 
the old gentleman will make an equal divi- 
sion of his property, since Charles is the 
only one who can be said to have offeiiil- 
ed him, and certainly his late marriage was 
both imprudent and impolitic ; but he will 
be fhe stifrerer,.not me; I can only grieve 
at his having played his cards so ill ; I shall 
write to him as soon as I return to town, 
yoi., II. I 
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and I dare believe that he will think him- 
self obliged to me/* 

- This was said, looking at those present, 
^^ho certainly did not seem to feel them- 
selves greatly indebted to him : lady Friink- 
lin, finding he paused for a reply, thus 
addressed him~ 

“ I should have ho|)ed, sir George, that 
you would have paid more regard to the 
avowed inclinations of your father; you 
have certainly entrench^ yourself within 
the pale of the law, .a^d unfortunately 
your father has left little or no personals ; 
therefore we are all at: your mercy, and 
are expected to feel grateful for your not 
having actually defrauded us of that propor- 
tion of the estate I am convinced the laW 
would have assigned us. Your sisters may, 
while Hive, enjoysome comforts, hay, some 
luxuries; but you are resolved that they shall 
continue dependent upon yeur bohhty, e3^ 
cept they marry, and three thousand pounds 
is not a portion likely, to procure them hus- 
bands, especially of your stamp; your bro- 
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thers are still more to be pitied— surely they 
had a ri^ht to an equal sum; the Quixote 
Charles has the greatest right of any to a 
provision ; so your father thought; but by 
not making a will, which, in his situation, 
was a culpable omission, he has left all his 
younger children entirely at your mercy.” 

Her ladyship's long-restrained grief 
now overcame her, and she was removed 
in violent hysterics, followed by her weep- 
ing daughters ; the baronet, not wish- 
ing to renew the itrt^ect, declared his in- 
tention of setting out for London, as lady 
Franklin would be all anxiety to see him. 
John, who was resolved to get the start of 
him,knowing that he had much to settle with 
the steward, and many orders to give, left 
a short message with Edward, for his mother 
9nd sisters, and stepped into a London 
coach that passed the lodge, within an 
borur aifter the.family party separated. 

" Edward, who was the most prepared for 
all that had passed, sat down, according to 
promise, to write to Charles, to whom he 

X 2 



i72 THE SPAKISH CAMPAIGTN. 

<andiclly detailed all that had occurred, ac- 
knowledging that. it rather galled him to 
feel himself such an absolute dependent 
itpon sir George, who seeiped to tread in 
their uncle’s steps; as to the living, he 
considered it as his right ; and if he did, as 
he hoped, take possession of it, he should 
always have a home for the reception of 
his dear Charles. 


CHAP. XIV. 

John arrived in London between six. and 
seven, and hastened to his uncle’s before 
he went home; and as the old man was 
really anxious to hear how matters had 
been settled, he received him with some 
degree of cordiality, and 'listened with 
very gratifying attention. to his detail of 
the morning scene, merely muttering, ks 
he proceeded — " Aye, aye, this is retribu- 
tion. The Charles — you are all very 
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ready to abuse that poor fellow, as if any 
of you were better than him ; is he the 
only one of the family who has* had a' 
bastard ?” John afifected not to hear the^e 
hints, but took care to give the oW man to' 
understand, that he had fared so badly be- 
cause sir George supposed he would be 
his Keir; when, to his great, and not' very- 
agreeable, ■ surprise, sir George Franklin, 
who had travelled with four post-horses, 
therefore mufifh quicker than himself, was 
ushered in by dame Wood; and- he was 
not more pleased when he found John had 
had the first audience; but with'wcll-af-- 
fected grief he paid his first compliments^ 
declaring, as John had done, that he could 
not return home till he had paid' his re- 
spects to his uncle. 

I am obliged to you, sir George, and 
as.yt^ have condoled with me upon our 
.fecent loss, su^er me to congratulate yon 
upon yopr accession of power, which you 
seem resolved to use exactly as your late 
father did, in similar circumstances.” 

” Surely, sir, you have been prejudiced 
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against me,” looking at John, “ since I 
have endeavoured to do my family strict 
justicei”' 

** When Jws/ice takes the lead of gene- 
rosity, ft often degenerates into roguery ; 
your estate must have increased in value 
of late, and you ought to have given your 
brothers and sisters what’ your father 
intended th|BBa---five thousand ‘ pounds a- 
piece.” 

“ Surely, my dear sif, 'I do not stand 
bound to injure my own children ; indeed 
I should incur the serious displeasure of 
lady Franklin’s father, were I to consider 
roy brothers and sisters before my own 
offspring.'* 

“ My brother will never be dead while 
you live, young man; just so he argued, 
when he meanly took the advantage of my 
father’s dying intestate, to defraud, nie.of 
what I may say was my iight; perhaps 
John there might have trod in your steps, 
had he been in your place ; but the Qiiixott 
Charles, as I once styled him, would have 
acted vei7 differently ; he has never been 
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aYiy body’s enemy but his own, and he 
bas risen by his merit; suppose he did 
marry to please his fancy, the girl is dead ; 
but you think wou are paying your court 
to me, by running him down ; only take 
care you do not renderme more clear-sight- 
ed to his virtues, and to your own faults; 
however,- he and the other boys may be 
able to fight their way; your sisters are much 
less aliFe to encounter pecuniary difficulties, 
so 1 will make, youe promised three thou- 
sand up five for them ; and your mother 
shall never want a friend while I live, and 
when I die, she Shall find I have not for- 
gpttett* her; but as I do not put much faith 
i,n inet^e ^promises, I think you ought to 
give proper security for the fulfilling of 
yours; rso reflect upon the hint ; and now 
good^night, as I shall eat my oysters, and 
gjo^bed.” 

s. The) baronet made his bow, declaring 
he was^ ready to enter info any engage- 
ments his uncle might think necessary, 
and protesting that he would make some 
addition to the sums already mentioned, 
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if he thought he had not done enough. 
This failed in conciliating the miser, vho, 
for once in his life, was rendered generous 
out of the nfere spirit of*opposition. 

John, who thought this promised bounty 
to his sisters augured well for himself, 
hastened home to write a long letter to 
his mother, taking all the merit of his 
uncle’s kind intentions to himself, since 
his representations had induced him to be 
thus liberal; and concliilded by declaring, 
that should he, as he had every reason to 
expect, be his heir, he would make a very 
ample provision for all his relatives. 

Sir George was both vexed and discon- 
certed by the reception his uncle had given 
him, as he now feared, that by grasping 
at Soo much, more might slip through 
his fingers. His wife, however, soon re- 
conciled him with himself, by obsejVing, 
that " a bird in hand, &c. the Claver-. 
ton estate was theirs — the uncle’s, money 
might never be; and he had done more 
than the law required. 

He therefore wrote his promised letter 
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letter to Charles, which came to hand on’ 
the same day with one from his mother; 
Edward’s last epistle had precedeJ both,’ 
and he had been gratified by this renewal 
of intercourse between them. Sir George’s- 
was a fine florid eomjjosition, in which he- 
pleaded real poverty, as an excuse for his- 
parsimony, and he certainly made the best* 
of his own story, inclosing a bill upon- 
Lisbon for the j^mised -hundred pounds, 
and assuring him that- he would pay him 
one thousand at the end of twelve months, 
requesting a receipt in return, and bestow-- 
ing some very kind advice respecting; 
prudence, &c. as -a finale* to-his- brotherly 
epistle. 

Lady Franklin did not recapitulate what 
Edward had written him, but detailed hcr-^ 
present and future plans. 

“'wHe-meaitt < to spend- the ensuing six* 
'months at Claverton, during -which time 
she should look out for an eligible abode 
for her and her daughters, where he 
(Charles) and Edward would always find a 
1 3 
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home; desiring Charles would apply to her 
upon any pecuniary emergency, as she felt 
i(, more than ever her duty to afford him 
her assistance; sh'e then dwelt with real 
satisfaction upon the counsellor’s promises, 
which he had renewed in a very kind letter, 
addressed to her; indeed. she now hoped 
he would make John his heir, since, though 
she had much rather he had selected him 
(Charles), she trusted they would all 
eventually benefit by any one of them, 
sir George excepted, becoming the pos- 
sessor of his wealth. Colonel Moncrief 
had behaved with great feeling upon (he 
melancholy occasion, and had invited 
Louisa (her youngest daughter) to spend 
the wintet, with them, in Portland- place. 
Edward was returned to Cambridge, and 
she hoped that lord Malton would pf^ove 
himself the friend of both^Ler ycTtioger . 
sons, as he had written her a very affec- 
tionate letter, and she had stated Tacts to 
him in return ;” recyafesfing to hear very 
frequently from ouf hero, and concluding 
with her accustomed affection. 
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Charles, who was now in winter-quar- 
ters, was very differently affected by the 
contents of these letters, which he aiy- 
swered in due rotation, sincerely condo- 
linff with his mother,' and declaring his iin- 
qualified disapprobation of the present ba- 
ronet’s conduct, hoping she would remove 
f rom Claverton as soon as she could meet 
with a suitable house, mentioning his hopes 
ofreturning to England in the spring, when 
he should pay her an early visit, and, he 
hoped, be able to convince her of his affec- 
iionate regard ; to his sisters he sent the 
kindest messages, declaring that he longed 
to revisit them and England, when he might 
be able 'to give them some proofs of his 
iove. ' 

To ‘sir George he wrtffe as to a man of 
busiiKiss, inclosing a' proper receipt for the 
pottos, btit entered into no details 
respecting himself, 'nor’ did he make any 
coihmBfits^u^on luis late bebavioiiry nor re- 
turn him any thanks for his kind advice. 

To EdvVar i he wrbte as fbflows 
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” MV DEAR FB1J.OW, 

" I should not have delayed an- 
swering your first melancholy communica- 
tion, had I not expected your promised 
second epistle, which came to hand three 
days ago. We have indeed reason to re- 
gret the loss of our father, as he was an in- 
dulgent parent to us all, and while he lived, 
we should, I trust, have remained an af- 
fectionate and united fapijy ; I must also 
regret, for yours and my sisters* sake, his 
not having made a will, though I make no 
doubt (hat he fully expected his last wishes 
would have been law to his heir ; sir George 
does not seem impressed, as I should, have 
been, with the necessity of fulfilling them 
to the utmost extent, therefore, as he might 
have done less, he expects we should be 
grateful for what he proposes doing; Ipd 
as I think 2l divided house seldom prPpVt^ 
I trust you will- agree, with me in the neces- 
sity of appearing, if hot feeling satisfied 
with his conduct ; you are the only one 
amongst us who is not ,iu some peasuro 
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provided for, and therefore the only one 
who will feel at all dependent upon our 
elder brother; but remember he now stands 
in the place of your father, and is obliged 
both by law and nature tocontrlbute to your 
support. Theallowance heproposesmaking 
you may," nay, must be inadequate to your 
expenditure at college; I inclose you a draft 
upon my agent, for one hundred pounds, 
the sum my brother has sent me, and which 
I have no immediate call for, therefore 
feel happy in appropriating it to you; so 
no thanks, I desire, for so very trifling a 
proof of my sincere regard ; and should 
you require a further supply before my 
return, which I hope to do next spring, 
make no ceremony of applying to me, as 
I am convinced 1 shall be as able as will- 
inmto double this remittance. 

rivfy sist^ cannot at present have any 
pecuniary wants; I presume they will con- 
tinue With my mother; and, thanks to my 
uncle, they are not likely to experience any 
disappointment respecting fortune. You 
kindly wish I may inherit our uncle’s riches; 
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belicvs me, I do not join in the desiPt ,* 
fortunately there does riot appear tKe 
smallest probability of such an awful re- 
sponsibility being imposed upbn me, since, 

I give you my honour, I sincerely‘i‘eg.retltd 
his having adopted me, from th^ moment her 
declared me his favourite ; and had I-not Tehr- 
ed that I should have materially injured my 
family, I should not so long have continued 
his dependent, since he -did not even en- 
deavour to lighten my ch^ris, 'or> what he 
deemed, my vast obligations-; iand the only 
precept he inculcated was,, to endeavour 
to look down upon my brothers; my heart 
revolted at his doctrines, nor could 1 join 
him in abusing my father, therefore we 
did pot assimilate; and I dare say he^as 
as much rejoiced when my imprudence, af- 
forded him an opportunity of di^card|jug 
me, with a show of justice, ^rs l no\^’f4ej[^ 
at his having done so ; I oply fear that the 
hope of becoming his heip wilf'neithep 
improve the temper, di^positirin, nor' 
morals of John, and as he has a wary rival 
in sir George, he tnay at last be deceived ; 
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I therefore rejoice at your having been 
overlooked by Mr. Franklin, as I trj.ist you 
may be happier in the end. I do not write 
thus because, having found the grapes sour 
myself, I wish to put you out of conceit 
of them, but from a conviction that you 
you are now, like myself, spared the misery 
of spending the prime of your life in 
flattery and attendance, when you may 
so much better employ your time, in pla- 
cing yourself above either hope or fear: 
let me hear frequently, and at length from 
you; and believe me to feel the most frater- 
nal aflection towards you, in proof of which 
I subscribe myself &c.” 


CHAP. XV. 

Ladv Franklin, who had always preferred 
Charles to all her other children, had been 
proportionably hurt at his being, as she 
/eared, cramped in. his military career, by 
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lus father’s neglecting to make a proper 
provision for him ; she was therefore de- 
lighted to -perceive by his letter that his 
own disappointment did not give him a 
moment’s concern, though he so feelingly 
participated in his sisters’ and brothers’; she 
read his letter to her daughters, who, 
Louisa excepted, gave him very little cre- 
dit for his professions of regard. " They 
cost him nothing,” they observed, “ and he 
might wish to secure himself an agreeable 
home in their mother’s house; if he had 
not been very imprudent, he might now 
have been his uncle’s declared heir; as it 
was, he must have rendered Mr. Franklin 
his enemy ; therefore they hoped their 
mother would not countenance him, to 
their injury ; he had not, in thefirst instance, - 
sought an asylum at Claverton, conscious 
that their uncle would have ^resentedr^his 
being received there; and how that iie~ 
promised to be so much their friend, it- 
would be extremely imprudent to admit- 
him as their inmate.” 

Lady Franklin merely replied, " that 
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little as she felt inclined to offend Mr. 
Franklin, for their sakes, she should never 
shut her doors upon a son she loved, ancl 
who was an honour to his race, and she 
grieved to perceive the selfish principle was 
so active in their hearts.” 

They were silenced, btjt not convinced, 
and when by themselves, openly blamed 
their mother, accusing her of partiality 
towards the Quixote of the family, to gratify 
whom she was ready to sacrifice their in- 
terest ; and when they learnt how generous 
he had been towards Edward, their dis- 
pleasure increased ; if he did not want the 
money, surely he might have divided it 
among his sisters; what could Edward want, 
situated as he was ? in short, so far from 
giving our hero credit for his kind inten- 
tion- they accused him of pride, want of 
regard for them, and want of duty to their 
ip^ief; LouXS^a alone defended him ; and 
as she was warmed by the justice of her 
cause, she soon shared in their dislike. 

John, who learnt, the circumstance from 
bis elder sister, was no less displeased ; 
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" such a sum would have been of serious 
service to him,” he wrote her, " and if 
diaries was so flushed with cash, he had a 
greater right to have bestowed it upon him 
than upon Edward; and concluded by hint- 
ing “ he feared their mother had secretly 
supplied him with means to be thus gene- 
rous, at their expence,” 

Nor did he suffer his uncle to remain in 
ignorance of Charles* having, as he repre- 
sente^r rejected the hundred pounds sir 
George had sent him, at least made it over 
to Edward; he must therefore be very 
proud, or very rich. . ; 

“ Or more generous than either. you or 
sir George, hey ! at all events, he has;Con- 
vinced me he has learnt prudence, dnd, as I 
have often said, he has my spirit.” 

John secretly wished the old man would 
display this boasted spirit, but sai<| no 
more, hoping he had convi|<ced hltn'^gt 
Charles did not want money. 

Sir George had so completely alienated 
the regard of his mother, and so seriously 
offended his sisters, that probaVilyme would 
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have remained in ignorance of the circum- 
stance, if the steward, who thought it his. 
duty to pay his court to him, had ngt '.nen- 
tioned it to him, when he waited iipcti 
him in town respecting the Christmas 
audit; and certainly had our hero pur- 
posely studied to mortify the baronet, he 
could not have done it more effectually; 
and he resolved, in revenge for the un- 
pleasant sensation he had so unintentionally 
made him experience, not to pay him the 
promised thousand pounds till he aslccd for 
if, if then. 

While he was thus resolving to perplex 
Quixote, as the family now termed Charles, 
having first given him that sobriquet after 
the example of their uncle, and which they 
now continued, to gratify their own spleen, 
Mr. iFranklin, who already half repented 
his masty promise respecting his nieces, 
learnt*lhftt tJSe earl of Kinmare had died 
the preceding day, at his sister’s villa, near 
Watford, whither he had just returned 
from Bristol ; his death had been so long ex- 
pected, tha* it occasioned him no surprise, 
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and he only hoped (as he knew all the 
estastes which could be alienated must be 
ioW ) that he should make some good bar- 
gains, as he was resolved to make an im- 
mediate offer for most of them, and if they 
did not come into his terms, to foreclose, 
as he had advanced full two-thirds of their 
value. The ensuing six weeks he there- 
fore devoted to calculations respecting 
his different mortgages, which induced him- 
to defer fulfilling his promise to his nieces;, 
they were not going- to be married, he 
found, therefore they might wait his leisure; 
besides, he could not at present part with 
any cash; he must first settle this busi- 
ness; and this he wrote lady Franklin, in 
answer to a polite letter of inquiry from 
her, hinting, that his present speculations^ 
might ultimately prove beneficial to^, her 
and her daughters; and with this vagu^ ex!’ 
pectation they, perforce, affected, f o^ne per- 
fectly satisfied ; when, as if to realize all 
his wishes, a gentleman, high in the law; 
called upon him from lady Susan Delany,. 
to request a further loan of twelve thousand 
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poiindsi to discharge debts of honour of 
her late brother’s. “ Debts of honour !” 
exclaimed the astonished counsellor, “wh^ 
she must be insane ! what need sHe en- 
thral hereelf to liquidate what the law con- 
siders as null ? she cannot be sued in da- 
mages, if she has administered — surely, Mr. 
Jarvis, you cannot connive at her being 
thus grossly imposed upon ?” 

“ You know enough of my character, 
I should suppose, Mr. Franklin, to have 
rendered your last question unnecessary ; 
-lady Susan is very unpleasantly situated, 
and as a friend, though not as a Imoyer, I ap- 
prove of her intention ; I need not tell 
you that sir John Saunders was the most 
intimate friend of her late brother, and he 
was very anxious to form a nearer con- 
nection with him; but he did not stand* so 
high^in the good graces of the sister as he 
did in those of the earl ; but trusting to his 
dexterity, ofrather to the having entangled 
her in his toils, as he foresaw that she 
would think herself bound in honour, as 
the earl’s heir and sole executrix, to liqui- 
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date all his debts, he contrived to obtain 
a sort of security from the dying man, for 
v^y^elve thousand pounds, which he oflered 
to cancel, if lady Susan would listen to his 
shit; she felt more than indignant at the 
proposal, and ordered her doors to be 
shut ai^inst him in future ; and he declares 
that he will enforce his sccority, and if she 
hesitates to pay the money, threatens to 
throw the business into Chancery. Now, 
I dare say, he would he no gainer by so 
doing ; still, as the earl was weak enough to 
give him this security, say it was intended 
for two, instead of twelve thousand pounds, 
we cannot prove the fact, though to me 
that appears the most likely; but situated 
as lady Susan is, I cannot blame her for 
chusing to set such a scoundrel at defiance.” 

I would indeed set him at defiance, but 
not by paying his demand; let him se^c his 
remedy in Chancery ; he will only burn 
his fingers; since, pray, whaf is ‘lO become- 
of her ladyship, when she has spent all her 
money in satisfying her brother’s cre- 
ditors ?” 
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" I do not conceive^ she uiH Tsc a very 
material sufferer in the end, since the earl 
has left her every acre that he couid' 
alienate, and some part of the estates fell^ 
to her at his demise ; they have certainly 
bee'tv deeply mortgaged, still they will sell 
for much more money.” 

"That I rather doubt; does she mean 
they shdiild go to the hammer 

" She has not decided, as she tiaeans to 
be wholly gbided by her maternal uncle's 
(lord Marehmofttyadvice, to whom, you 
know, she is also heir, and at his demise, she 
will be, a baroness in her own right; he 
would readily advance the sum she requires, 
but she is unwilling to let him know how 
deeply her bfotherwas involved ; she means 
to take up her abode with his lordship, in the 
north, for the present, as she now intends 
to dispose of Rose Hill, biit not imnu'di- 
ately ; ^.indeed lord Marchmont rather 
wishes her to do so, as he thinks it will 
fetch more, in proportion, than it brings 
in j' but this is strangely wandering from 
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my business ; will you advance the money 
she wants?’’ 

“ I will do any thing to oblige either 
you oflr her ladyship ; all I expect in return 
IS, to have the refusal of the estates she means 
to sell, and of Rose Hill ; I will give a fair 
price, and my money is ready any day.” 

Mr. Jarvis readily engaged for this 
favour being shown him, and thus the busi- 
ness was settled. Lady Susan paid the 
money to the worthless baronet, and Mr. 
Jarvis undertook to have the estates valued, 
and to offer them to the counsellor at the 
price agreed upon, which he much doubted 
his giving ; but he made no doubt of their 
fetching as much, or more, if sold by 
auction; therefore he trusted lady Susan 
would never have reason to repent having 
atfended to the suggestions of conscience. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

.Litti.e of moment occurred, during the en- 
siling five months, in the Peninsula, in 
which our hero was materially concerned, 
though he was in many petty skirmishes, 
and the British arms were every where suc- 
cessful. Colonel Davers was promoted to 
the rank of major-general, and appointed 
to the command of a division of the army 
which was ordered to proceed to the 
south of Spain ; he could not therefore, as 
he had intended, return to England with the 
remains of his regiment, which was ordered 
home to recruit its ranks, and Charles was 
among the officers who were appointed 
accompany it to Great Britain, as both the 
commander-in-chief and general Davers 
knfiw bi’s,, presence was required in Eng- 
. land, and thiUier they wished him to re- 
move all he had inherited from his wife. 
He had kept up a constant correspondence 

VOI,. II. K 
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with Mr. Levi, who had in every letter 
requested he would make his house his 

hohie, when he visited London, as he had 

«> 

so, much to say to him, and so many jie- 
cuniary conc(^ns to settle with him, that 
he wished to have him all to himself, for a 
short: time. General Davers advised him 
to accept his invitation, but did not approve 
of his disclosing, even to him, the extent of 
his riches; alledging, in support of his 
opinion, doiina Victoria’s , own wishes, to 
keep him in ignorance of the gold which 
her father had so privately accumulated ; 
in short, he urged so many reasons for suf- 
fering him to remain in ignorance of what 
might be deemed his ready c^h, that 
Charles rather reluctantly, and 'more to 
cvyice his deference to his opinion, than 
from any fears he entertained of Mr. I,evi's 
want of integrity, agreed to be guided by 
bis advice, and in consequence a.c®t^^pted a 
letter to an eminent banker, who would ^un- 
dertake, the colonel was convinced, <o' dis- 
pose of bis coin, and to place the produce in 
Exchequer bills, or East-India bonds, at his 
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option ; and as this might be done unr 
known to Mr. Levi, general Davers maip 
tained it was upon every account more 
prudent. Charles was not absolutely con- 
vinced by his reasoning; but as, upon re- 
ceiving the promised letter, he found he 
had been at Eton with the son of the head 
partner in the firm, he felt more recon- 
ciled to the measure, as he could thus re- 
new his acquaintance with a very pleasant 
young man ; and were Mr. Levi to learn 
what he had done, he could plead a friend- 
ship of longstanding for William Thornhill, 
which might satisfactorily account for his 
prudence. 

Having taken an affectionate leave 
of general Davers, and a respectful one 
of his beloved commander-in-chief, .he 
set ^Ait for Lisbon, with that part of the 
army which were going home to recruit 
tWiir rari.-'s.^^mong the men under his par- 
ticular command, was a soldier whom he had 
raised to the rank of corporal, who gene- 
rally acled in the capacity of his servant, 

K 2 
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by which means he had become very , inti- 
mate with Susan Mav, who still remained 
at* Lisbon, under the protection of Mrs. 
Haddocks : Charles had given her all his 
late wife’s wardrobe, after her demise, and 
there were so many valuable articles in- 
cluded in the gift, that she had reali2ed 
more than two hundred pounds by the sale 
of them. 

This she had written Edward Ford, the 
corporal, who having also realized a small 
sum, and being rendered, owing to a se- 
vere wound in the thigh, incapable of 

assisting to conquer the French,” his 
only regret, he thought, as he was return- 
ing home, to be placed upon the list of 
out-pensioners belonging to Cbelsea-Hos- 
phal, that she would make an excellent 
match for him, as he was, lameness.^part,- 
not disfigured by his misfortunci and could 
now set up his original trade'/if ^ctfmsking, 
in his native village, in Northamptonshire. 
As he still continued to attend upon our 
hero, who had been a very kind friend to 
him, while he was confined by his Wound, he 
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ventured to mention his wishes to him, du-- 
ring their route, observing, that “ he ha'J 
broken the ice to Susan, and she did not 
seem averse to his proposals, therefore *!i 
good word, by the way of recommendation, 
from his honour, would conclude the busi- 
ness, as she (as in duty bound) thought 
it necessary to consult him (the captain) 
before she came to any decision.’' 

Charles, who had so high an opinion of 
Edward Ford, that he had felt half inclined, 
notwithstanding his lameness, to have re- 
tained him in his service, promised to speak 
to Susan in his behalf, resolving to add 
to their little hoard, if necessary, when 
they reached England ; telling Ned, as 
he usually styled the corporal, he should 
not finally discharge him till they reached 
London. 

Ned was ready to go through fire and 
wat^ tb'i.r«pe him, and felt much lighter 
at heart than our hero did, when they 
reached Lisbon, as Charles was but too 
fprciblyreminded of his last journey thither, . 
and its falal termination to donna Victoria;. 

K 3 
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but having performed his military drifirs. 
“te^d understanding that they were not 
likely ‘to sail for a week, he seized the 
Earliest opportunity to pay his respects 
to the Maddocks family, ivho received, him 
with infinite cordiality, and insisted upon 
his spending every hour with them, which 
his duty permitted him to give to society. 

Susan was delighted to see him, though 
she could not restrain her tears when they 
first met, and he felt a renewal of his grief ; 
but when he again saw her, he did not for- 
get Edward; and as she was very anxious to 
return home, and not at all averse to put- 
ting herself under Ned's protection, they 
were united by the chaplain to the Factory, 
on the seventh clav after our hero’s arrival; 
ahd on the following, thev embarked in 
the same transport with our hero, With a 
fair wind, for England. Previous to their 
putting the baggage on boffrd, Qharlcs 
thought it necessary to examine what he 
styled his treasure : there were seven cu- 
riously-constructed boxes, exacth of the 
same size ,* these, donna Victoria had told 
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l.'ini, Gontainccl money, and were what she 
wished to conceal from her grandfather; 
the jewels he had already seen, and tlijp 
chests which still remained he understood 
contained the plate and valuables belonging 
to the chapel at Aran/a, and a smallservice 
of gold plate, the gift of her grandfather 
to her mother; these he did not chnsc to 
unpack; but having the keys about him, 
he broke the- seals of one of the seven 
boxes, and found it contained gold coin, 
packed in rouleaus, to the amount of ten 
thousand pounds sterling at least; and as 
the other six boxes were of ctpial weight, 
he made no doubt of their contents I'clne: 
equally valuable, thcr'’rcrc did not o-pen 
them, and they were p.ut on uoard as ixixcs 
of dollars, the chests as co>;laining 
bull^ articles of plait; Mr. Maddot^k^ 
having urged the necessity of representing 
theili.'^s of ‘♦rifling (omoara'ive \ctlue, upon 
vario'ukaccounts; therefore even our hero’s 
brother officers thought his baggage much 
more tfulky than valuable, even remarking 



198 


THE SPANISH CAMPAir.N, 


but having performed his military dnlirs. 

understanding that they were not 
likely ‘to sail for a week, he seized the 
Earliest opportunity to pay his respects 
to the Maddocks familv, who received him 
with infinite cordiality, and insisted upon 
his spending e\ery hour with them, which 
his duty permitted him to give to society. 

Susan was delighted to see him, though 


she could not restrain her tears when they 
first met, and he felt a renewal of his grief ; 
but when he again saw her, he did not for- 
get Edward; and as she was very anxious to 
return home, and not at all averse to put- 
ting herself under Ned's protection, they 


were united by the chaplain to the Factory, 
on the seventh day after our heroll-iirTival; 


aftd on the following, they emb£(^r^«4 in 
fhe same transport with our 
fair wind, for England, Previous 
putting the baggage^ on' tK/SPd, Ipples 
thpught it necessary to examine 
styled his treasure : there were » 
ridusly^constructed boxes, exact| 
eaine ?i«e ; ' tb^, dohtta Victoria* 



Trip, SPANISH CAMPAIGN, 


199 


l.'iiii, contained money, and were wliat she 
wished to conceal from her grand Path"*; 
the jewels he had already seen, and titp 
chests which still remained he understood 
contained the plate and valuables belonging 
to the chapel at Aran/a, and a small service 
of gold plate, the gift of her grandfather 
to her mother ; these he did not chusc to 
unpack; but having the keys about him, 
he broke the- seals of one of the seven 


boxes, and found it contained gold coin, 
packed In rouleaus, to the amount of ten 
thousand pounds sterling at least ; and as 
the other six boxes were of etpial weight, 
he no doubt of their contents being 

equally vduable, therefore did not open 
then^nd they were put on board as boxes 


of dollars, the chests as containing swne 
articles of plate; Mr. MaddotHta 

f g urged the necessity of representing 
f'^sbT^&ihg cbmparativc value, upon 
ft^accoutifs; therefore even our hero’s 
officers thought his baggage much 
4i^lky than valuable, even remarking 



200 


inP, SPANISH CAMPAIGN. 


the old duke had trusted too muchto chance; 
'Sli^ice he must have had time to convert 
pome 6f l\m lumber into gold, which.would 
have been much easier removed ; now hei 
(Charles) must hire a waggon to convey 
the chests to London, diaries had not 
come to anysuch determination, nor to any 
other, when they landed at Portsmouth; 
and as he had full leave to proceed imme-. 
diatcly to town, and to suffer the military 
diitv attached to his station to devolve 
ujHiu the next in command, he had it in 
contemplation to send the larger chests 
bv a waggon, under the care of Edward 
nnd Susan ; but upon consulting with the 
master of one of the principal, inns, to 
v.iiom he represented the boxes to con> 
dollars, the chests plate, he advised 
•dtis securing the whole of one of his heavy 
coaches, in which he might travel himself^ 
and place the lame soldier aRjkffl^'l^lle as 
fai ilicr guard without : this was so;,«{^sibJe' 
a plan, and so completely obviated every 
difficulty which he had dreaded aiid fore- 
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seen,, that he immediately closed with the 
proposal ; therefore haviii" taken leave of 
his brother officers the overnight, assiiritfg 
.tlicm that he would pay his devoirs at th(j 
War-Office the morning after his arrival in 
town, that they might receive their march- 
ing orders, he rose at the appointed time, 
and having seen the seven boxes and three 
jewel caskets, including the one he had re- 
ceived from the monk, stowed in the in- 
side of the vehicle, and the chests /ore and 
oft, he took his seat inside; the now happy 
and truly grateful Ned and Susan ascended 
(he dicky, the coachman smacked his whip, 
and off they drove. 

Our hero rejoiced at finding himself 
once more at home, and, thanks to an all- 
ruling Providence, so much richer than 
’.vhen^ie left England ; he had not writt^v^ 
to any of his family from Porfsmouth, nor 
had *'"#giyen <hem any reason to expect 
itim s'v* ^oon, as he wished to dispose of all 
he brougtil over, and to make various other 
arraiigei^cnls, ere he gave way to his w:ish 
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to embrace his mother, his favourite Ed- 
ward, and Louisa, or to express his-grati- 
tude to his cqually-beloved James Frazer, 
to whom, he considered himself indebted 
for his iprcsent fortune. 
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